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·Howard T. Clark, Aaai■tant Direc'tor 

Harry N. Starbranch, Assistant 

September 27, 1967 

Mo~r Vehicle• · 

Attomey General 

FACTS: 

Your letter of September 13 atat•• the following: 

11Tbe·Momr Vehicle D:l.viaion and the State Police Department 
do not agree on lllterpreu.tlon of· sactlona ·243, 244' an4 255 of 
'l'itle 29 aa t.haae section• ooncem farm tractor• an4 farm trailers. 

11Tha Mot:or Vehicle Divia:i.on believaa that _section 255 g:Lve• 
any farmer the privileg• of operating his farm.tract.or and f•rm 
trailer without r9CJiatration_or llcenae, either loaded or un• 
loaded, a■ long as' theee vehicl•· ·are· uaed aolely ·for farming 
purposes and are operated only from or to the premise■ where the 
same are kept, -tq or from a f~ lot and between farm ~ta used .. _ .. 
for farm. purposes . __ by the owner of the farm t.raci:or and farm 
trailer. · .-In ·O\lr· ·01>inion. Sections· 243::and--244 apply when· the :farm 
tractor and farm t.railer ar• uaed for fum purposes betweezr' farm 
lota ~· bain9 uaad=·for farm pUrpo•••· by~• owner .of the farm 
tractor and farm trailer a■ in the caae where A loan• his farm 
tractor and fam traila1:' ·to a:~o· that. B. may .t.ran•port.· hi• farm 
product•, cro~, :fertilizers and fam tool■._ 

"Th• ·st:ate Police contend t.hat sectlona 243 and 244 apply 
when a load'ia 'to be t.ranaported. by the fana tractor and fllJ:Dl 
trailer and section 2$5 applies only when no load is to be · 
transported. _,., · · 

·
11Aa both interested parties do• not want this difference of 

opinion to axiat, will.you, at your earlie■t convenience, give 
us a writ.ten interpretation of the intent of the Legislature aa 
it refers to these three section.a." 

OUBS'l'lON: 

The question essentially ia whether or not a fa:r:m tractor 
and trailer, being utiliaed under the authority of 29 M.R.S.A. 
§·2ss, may be used to haul loada from or to the premises where 
the same are kept, to or from a farm lot and between fa.na lots, 
used for farm purposes. 
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AJfSJBR1 

2UUQI: 

Title 29 M.R.S.A. § 255 provide• that: 

•11o regiatrat~ ~~•liqen•• .•~1'1 be required for 
a f~ .~ac~r when ~- ·•• ~• vaed · 11olely ·i;:,r ·farad.nv 
~--,·.~~ •uc~ ~•r-. ~ac:·~~- •t ~ ~~~t~/wi~-· :: 
out. regilltratioJi or lie•••• :!roa ~ to ·the ·preimi••• ,. · 
wher• the aame u• Jc•, to or froa a f&J:11. lot and be
tween. iam lots; ue.e4 io~. fai:a . purpoa,• ~ . t1ae ~•r ·: 
o.f ~• 4,m tract.or• . su~b f11::nt · tracwn may ~ •r--· 
'ated, .vJtbout. r-.ii•~•tiqn or l;i;ceu_ ... : from or . ~ : • . 
filli119 •tat1- . or . 9ara9e . fol'. 9iui ~ . oil. or. ·r•p-k•. · . ·' 

. . . 
. "No_ ~eg:latration •hall be_ ·required of a fiira trail•~ 

whan 'tlie ~- i• ued -~1•1t tor' faming pu~ .. ~~ ·anc:1 .·· · 
such !am t:rd:l•n -Y be. ~~r•~• ~itbout..' .nili•uat~on, 
from ·or 11:o th• pram.••. where"tli• •• are ,Capt, ·to or · 
f~. • f&nil 1oi and bew.-n:.f~ lota, ·ued for_ fua 
pi~pc,9• by .the~- o~ t:b~··f-= ti-ail•r~ .. such fara 
t.ra~lere. may be opent.ecS without ·ceii•tration· ~ a · 
fl).ling· •ta.Uora.: or 9ar!"CJ•. for vu- oi.J. or repai~ .. " 

. . . . . . . . ' 

?ti ~• ·fel,: tha1' when. ·tal• _le,J.~la~ur. enacted 29_-.M.R.S.A. i 255~ 
that it iot:ended to pamit farm trac1:or• .and :far:"111 trailer• ·1;0 be 
operated w.S._tb0\11' ' r-.ri•tra~icm or' licerut•~ from or to ~- . pz'8111UU 

. ' I .. . . . . 

where the -~- ue kept., t:o · or from · a tam 1ot: · asui· between farm 
1O1:a, u.S tor tam parpoae_■ 'by 'the owner of the !am tractor
trailer J .the purp0ae of auch traclte.)r•t.railer being to haul loada. 
Cert:atnly, there la nci lndica~ion of any kind · in the aforementioned 
etatute that the legia.lature intezided. t:o allow auch tract.or• and 
trailera t:o be oper•t.S undea:. tbe ■act.ion cnly wbM no load waa 
u 'be can.t.84. · · .. · · · · · 

Title 29 M.R.S.A. § 243 prov.idea in part, with r•pect to 
farm tractore, tha~z · 

"Pa.rm traeiK>r• uaed for acJricuJ.tural purpoau 
or aot c:uatomarily u■ed on public way■ ■ball pay 1/10 
of such ratea; . • • • 
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•A home-made fam tractor with aotor and cbae•i• 
at leaat 10 years old and havinci a body capacity of not 
more than 1 1/2 cubic yarda •hall be regietered for • 
fee of $2 •••• " 

lt. ,. felt, that the.aforementioned 29 M.ll.S.A. § 243, which 
r•1at.• to tract.c,r• only, u 1•• -apecifie "&.n. nature than 
sect:f.on .255, uid con•eczuantly, it could appl:y- only to thoae cue• 
tbat are beyond t;he •cope of § 255. · 

ln line with tbe alx>v•• it la al•o felt tha- 29 M.ll.S.A. 
§ 244., which relat•.to trail.an only, also ~4 only 'be 
applicable to thoae caau tb.ait. •r• beyond the •~" o! ~~lon 255 .• 

'fit.le 29 M.R.s.A. § 244 pzovlde• in part ~ts 

.. • • • 'the maxilnm fee for all farm trailer•, 
whether: semi-trailers or 4-wheeled tn,e, equipped 
with pnawaat.ic tir•, ahall be c;2 for eac'b trailer 
when the.said tra.llere ar• ueed and to be uaed by 
farmers for the sole an4 exclueive purpQ•• of tran•• 
porting their own fana·pt"Ocluc1;a, crops, fertilizer■ 
an4 farm. tool• and uten■#,la and •object w tbe fanber 
coiidltiotae aoa 1.ini:tattou tba• · 

•A. ITo such 1oa4 ao transport.a •ha~l at any 
tiwae exceecl 4 ~J _and 

"B• BO such load shall be tranapone4 a 4iatance 
gnatei: tJan 20 mi.lea from the point of origin 1:0 the 
point of •tination. ~ ••. a 

we are not ~• of ~ fact tba~ aeetion 244 .u••• rather 
specific language regarcling the tranaportinq of load& by farm 
trailen, to wit: . . 

.. • • • to be uaed by faraera "for th• ■o1e an4 
exc:luaive purpo•• of transporting theiz:- own farm 
proclucte., crops, fertilizer• and farm tool.a ancl 
utensils •••• " 

However., it 1• felt that euch wording was not intende4 to limit 
th• application of Section 255, bat rather to dlat.inguiah between 
the different aituationa under which traileJ:"a could be registered 
under the provision■ of Seat.ion 244. 
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:ror example, .a f~m trailer tbat 1• used to :carry a load 
belonging to a farmer.who did not own tha uaile:r: but who 
nevertheleaa ·carried hia own.fa:r:m proauct1, could be· rC19ietet"ed 
under the farm trailer rate ■ff forth in •~ion 244. 11'0 carry 
the example a ■tep further, a trailer bav!nv a gJ:O•• ·weight of 
leas than 2,000 poaDQII tbat wu u•-4-to carry a load that waa not 
related to ·a, !arm· ln any way·:wou~d •l•o be t"egi■tereid ·under 
.-ect.ion 244:,· but would noi· recid.v• the 'lower. fam trailer rate 
contained t.h•~•:lnJ 1111d if it had a groaa wai~t of! 2,000 pounds 
o:r: more, it would be claa,iflad •• a truck ana.·:~ld--aoilk!f 'under 
the_-~ov:laiona·o.t' 29 M .• R,.a.·a~·-§ 246. i. . · · . .. ·. ' :.• ... ·. : .·<· ·.> · 

In conoluaion, therefore, 11: I.• felt t:hat a fum trac1:0r 
and ua:Ller operated under 1:ha'pioviid.on1f:of.29·k.a·.s~.a. · § 255, 
may 'be operated ·without .:regiatrat.t.on or· 1iceMe~' 'froi.la··.or :to .the 
prad.aea ·w'bere t.ba sa.me are kept~ to· ot · frc::na a' ·farm· lot and 
between farm lot■, sltb•E a load ia e•lu qarr;id or no\. 

. . 

.Barry· ■~ starbranch 
. All·i•tant A~tomey General 
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