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Michael A. Hapol:l.tano, Treasurer 

Leon V. Walker,, Jr.,, Assistant 

September 11,, 1967 

Treasury 

Attorney General 

Elimination of 'l'Ol°ls on Joneaport-Beals Bridge by P. & s .L. 9967 
Chapter ·l46 

'l'his ie in reply to your memorandum of August 21, 1967, 
in which you aak whet:h•~ P~ & s. r... 1967, Chapter 146,, in 
eliminating all reference•: to tolls ·contained in P~ & s, L., 
1955, Chapter 1981 which authorised the conatruction of a bridge 
between_ Jonaaport and Baal■ , and directed the Sta-te Highway 
Cqnmiaaion t:o operate -it aa a toll bridge unt:il all bonda-ahall 
be retired and all expen••• paid, ia cons~itutional. 

USWBR= 

Yea. 

QPill'IQI: 

'l'h• fund• for const.ruc'tion of subject bridge ware raiaed. 
by a bond isaua, approved by the people in referendum. 

In the absence of a constitutional prov:iaion to the contrary, 
statutes enacted under the initiative and raferendWl\ provisions of 
the Constitution do not have any more force . and effect than other 
legislative acts, and like· otber statutes are aul::>jec't to repeal, 
revision or amendment by the legislature. 82 S,J.s., astatutes" 
§ 150 and§ 279. 

There is no such limitation in the Maine constitution. 

There ia a limitation, bQwev:er, provided by fundamental l~w., 
that such repea.1, raviaion or amendment must not impair the obliga
tion• of contract or take away veated righta. Burkett v. Youngs, 
1,35 Me. 459. 

The question,, then, ia whether the rights ·of the remaining 
bondholde.ra are in any way impaired by the removal of tolls.· Prom 
the Director of the Accounting Division of the ·Highway Commission., 
I learned that there are funds available for the retirement of 



; 
Michael A. Napolitano September 11.,. 1967 

bonds and for interest payments for the current fiscal year, and 
that p. & s. L .• , 1967, Chapter 150, allocate.11 $301 000 from the 

·General Highway Pund for bo~d retirement and. interest payment, 
in the fiscal year-1968-69. It appears, therefore., tba~ subject 
law doea. ·not iiapair the right• of the bondholder•,· and 1a con
ati tutiona.l .. 

LV1Ur:B 

LaQn v. Walker,. Jr. 
ASaiatant Attorney General 


