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Baroid B. Trahey, Acting Commissioner 

Jerome s. Matus, Assistant 

LA'✓~ /, 

l1 
September 11, 1967 

Insurance 

Attorney Cieneral 

Sale of Dependent Group Life Insurance to Bmployees of Participating 
Local D~stricts under the Maine State Retirement System. 

J'AC'l'SI 

By memo you provided this office with the following facts1 

Under subchapter VI (Group Life Insurance) of the State Retirement 
System provisions, Elll\Ployees of municipal and quasi-municipal corpora
tions ("local districts") •• •• may participate in this group life 
insurance program to the full extent of any and all benefits pro
vided for 1n this dhapter ••• • S M.R.s.A, I 1153. 

on June 13, 1967 ! an amendment to eubchaptm: VI was signed by 
the CJovernor which extended Retirement System group life insurance 
to include dependent coverage(§ 1151 (2) s, S.P. 257 - L.D. 637) 
Bltgil:lllity for this dependent coverage was cast in the following 
terms1 "Bach elig1ble·st.ate employee or teac=her to .whom this 
section applies ••• " 

QUBSTJQI• 

. Can a life in~ance canpanr sell poliaiea of dependent group 
life insurance ·to anu,loyees of·"part1c1pat1ng local districts" 
under the Maine State Retirement System (5 M.R.S.A. c. 10·1)? 

ANSWER ; 

Yes. 

0,INJOHt 

Although the words "Each eligible state employee or teacher to 
whom this section applies shall be -eligible to elect to insure the 
life of a dependent, • , • "is found 1n 5 M.R.S.A. § 1151 sub
section 2,B (Public Laws of 1967, c. 384, § 2) and there is no 
reference in the section _to employees of participating ·local 
districts·, we are of the opinion that the provis:Lons of S M.R.S .A. 
§ 1151, subsection 2,B applies to employees of participating local 
districts. 



,, 

-2-

ihe 103rd Maine Legislature :S.n enacting l>ubl1c Laws 1967, 
c •. 384, § 2 was fully awa~• of the provisions of 5 ••••••A·§ 1153 
which provide• tn part, 

•'l'be employees ~·any county, city, town 
water district, public library corporation or 
any other quasi-municipal corporation of the 
State, the civilian aQployeea of the Haine 
National OUard or of Maine Municipal Aaeocta
tJ.on may participate in :tb'• qroyp lib iPIYl'
ange erpgrf!I to tbe full' extent of any and all 
benef.ita provided for 1n this Chapter,. ••• • 
·(Blnphae1a aupp11t\!lcl.·) · 

The reference to •this group life insurance progi-amu found in 
5 11.a.1.A. § 1153 la a re£erence to tt• 1\et.t.rament Syat• group 
life insurance program provided for in 5 N.a.l.A. c •. 101. The 
extension o! group life uisurance c:o~age to dependenta l• clearly 
a benefit provided 1n 5 ••••••A• a. 101. 1bua 1n our opinion, the 
extenai0n of group 11:fe 1neurance covsage la applicable to employee• 
of participating cll1trict•. 

Jerome s. Matu• 
Assistant Attorney General 


