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September l, 1967 

Robert H. Johnson, Director 

_i'hilllp M. IU.lmister. • Aaatstant 

Bureau of watercraft Registrati, 
and Safety 
Attorney General 

An inte::pretation of Chapters 4 ana 480 of the Pimlic Laws of 1967 
relating to Boat Registration. 

lACl'I• 

Cbapter 4 of the Public t.awa of 1967 prov14e■ ~ system w\lereby 
llcanaed marine ~lara ·may ·uaue 10-day temporary reg1•b.:ation 
plate• to purcheaer•· o~ !,Qat■• Qbapter 480 of the ~ublie La"'9 o~ 
lt67 aeta forth the proc:eA!ure Which asust t,e ·fol~owed by boat 
owners, whether resident or non-reeidenta of •inc,, 1n order to 
reg1•ter their l>oata fOX" u•e upon the waters of th.La Stat;.e. You 
have aSked a queation •• t;o whether or not the t•nm -of Cbaptu 480 
relative to~• reg.t.■ti:at.t.on o~ boat• are in_confllct, =· 1ri·-.iy 
•nner, nullify the terms of Chapter 4 rel.at.1.ng to the temporary 
and permanent ragtatraticn of ~u. 

A.QB8T%Qlf 

Do t:be provtatons of. c:taapter 480 of the ~lie Laws of 1967 
regulating the permanent regiatrat,t.on of 1:>oata nulli~ the pro­
vtaiona of Chapter 4 of the Public Lava of 19'7· relati119 to the 
taa;,oary and permanent reg1etrat1on of newly acquiredwatercra~t? 

ABSWRI 

110. 

atapter 4 of the ~lie Lawe of 1967 :r;eters on~y to the •ale o~ 
exchange of motorboats by dealers and ,aimply provide& a method by 
wbldl the P1,1rdhasei: of any boat whlch must be registered may 
operate 1ame for a period of 10 days a~ter purchaaing or othuw1•• 
UC111iring aaJ.4 boat. The tfllll)Orary ,:-99A,stratJ.on so-called is not 
real.ly a regts·trat:Lon. of the boat, but :Le merely a tCll)orary_ p.x-­
ait given to the owner of said boat. to allow him to operate sae 
upon the waters ~f this State pr1o.r to reg1stX'at1on. 

Die applicable part of 38 M.R.S.A. § 234, subsection 8 B 
(ai. 4, p. 1. 1967) reads in part as follows, 
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•Upon the sale or exchange by a dealer of 
any aotor'boa t which r:eqa1rea nambering, th~ 
new owner •Y aeaure from him a temporary 
boat numl)er and registration to operate 
said craft for a period of 10 conHcut.iva 
day• only after t!Mt date of ale in 1.lea of 
a permanent: boat nlimber •• req111&'8d in 
Netio11 2l3., p2:0vicled tbat the owner 
shall lllk• application on thl date of •le 
for• certificate of boat: nwaber by tha l>t.lreau. 
Said app1ioation and f .. foJ: certificate of 
'boat number_ t.ogetber w1 th a copy of the 
temporary regietntioa iaeued by the <Maler., 
.i.11 be fozwarded by aai4 dea1-r to the 
bureau within 48 hour11 after the dat:.e of 
aale of Hid aotoi:boet. ftle d•l•r shall 
affix the ~eaporary boat number. to t:he 'bow 
of the a:,t:orlult and aball cl•rly •rk 
thereon 'the da~ iaaued, date of expiration 
and bi• Jlatn• dealer'• ntal)er.• 

Where&• 38 ■.a.s.A. 1 234, a@8fKttion ea flUC)ted above 
tefera to the temporary an4 parmanent registration of bOats 
newly pnrchaaect .fran •rine daal•r• in Maine ~ruse on wat•ra 
of thia Statta., Chapter 480 of the •11blic r.awa of 1967 refers to 
the r-19!.stntion anct re-1119i■tration of boat• 99nerally. 

Cllllpter 480 of the Pulic·i.awa of 1967 pnvidea •~t• 
to both the taxation and wat8rcraft regiatr.ation and Mfety 
stat.ates and reads in part •• foll.owe, 

•3& H.R,S.&. ~ 757-A additional 

•co11eotor to farniGh certificai:41 to boat 
registration applicant•• 

•1~ Certificate •. Bvery boat owner ••taking 
to regi-,ter a boat una•i: Title 38 aball obtain 
from the tax collector a certificate that 
all taxes thereon asseseed to the prea•t 
owner, which have been oommitted to the 
collector, have been paid. 

/ 



•2. Where o'btain-4. S11ch certificate ehall 
be obtained fzom the tax oolleotor of th• 
place in which the owner ie a reaident, if 
a ra■14ant of thi• atateJ or f:ma the tax 
aoll.ec:tor of ti. place in which the boat 
i■ ■itaatedJI if a non .. naident of thi• 
State.· 

•3. l'ona. ft• eert:lfioata ab.all be·in th• 
fona •-' c:ontaln auc:b info.nation •• preecrll>ed 
by t.ha_S~te·1'ax A••••ma: • 

. "4• Piled.· · 'lhe certificate aball be aom­
pl•~ ill duplicate. l'h• ori91na1 9ha11 
:be !tlecl by t.he t9X oolJAtctor wit.h ti. 
tax aaaeuo,:a and t:ha 4upliaa~ ahall i. 
giwa to • boat ownea: and ahall be filed 
'by h1m '11th hi• an1icat1on for ~t ngi•­
t.nt.J.oa,..• 

38 M.a.1.a. ~ 234. eub_.,t:I.On 7, .-.bded. 

•u,on r:ec:eipt of the application in . 
appro-..4 fona, acoapaniecl by a cert.tflca tit 
fJ:Oll tba tax collector•• pi:ovi4e4 for in. 
'litl• 36:, seat.ion 757-A, in the ca .. of all 
boat:■ owned by ~•U•t• of this State and 
all other boat.• loalatecl in this Sta.tie at th• 
tJ.1111 of regiatz:ation,. 1:09•~r wttb_~­
pzoper :ton, together with the pnpe• 
. f•, the bllnaa ehall ente~ thtl .... QOD 
the office record• and iaaue tha applicant 
a certificate of aabes: atatin.g the nwaber: 
ae■19necl to the motorboat, it• deacrip~lon, 
the na• and a44nae of the owner and aach 
oth■r information•• the baraag hea.4a_4eaal 
appropriate.• 

An amendment le ·also contained in Chapter· 480 of the Public 
Law• af 1967 which provides_ ~r the ff.ling o~ a tax certificate 
by a resident or non-resident boat owner when he renew11 hia 
registration. 



When a motorboat i• purohaaed ~n Maine and regiatered at the 
ti• of purchase by. resident or non-reaidant b1,1yer then i• no 
ieraonal property tax ••••••ed on Aid boa1: and hence no need 
for-t.he purebaser to aupply·tha 811reau with a certi~icat• from 
• tax colleator atatint that a peraonal pmperty tax ha• been 
paid. 

Cbaptezt 480 of tha Publla Law• o~ 1967 •• quoted above simply 
pmvic:I•• that when peraonal property •ta•• ha'VII i.en· ••-••_. 
on a boat that aaid tax •u•·t. be paid by the owner•• a aandition 
p~t- ttJ .obtaining a J*,Jiatration 0~ hi• boat. Whether a 
peracmal pro_p9rty tax should be levtlld upon a boat i•·• qGeation 
of taxatiOn for local tax offioiala to deUn.t.D6·and ·ahoiald not 
be ct prim• oooaem to the Bureau of Watercra~t Mf£•tration and 
safety. 'lhe Bureau ahoultt onl.y ~ qon•m•&S with oi»talnlng 
•vid,qce, in the for:m o~ a certifiaate c:leacribed in c:haptar 
480 quoted aboft, that any ·tax •••••••d on • boat end comml tted 
to •• ·tax · ao11ector tor aoli.ation, ha• :bNn paid by eaid· owner 
at the t:iae t:he owner appli•a for regiatrat:ion of hi• boat. 

ln •ny· instances this will ... n nothi119 mon than a •bit•• 
mant or oei::tifiGate :f~ • tax collector ata~ng that no 
personal pi:opeJ.ty taxa• have been aase••ed oa the 'boll t 
eo119ht to a z:egistered. 

~Di 'briefly a~ aert:ain eeotion• of th• t:axaUoQ etatut••• 
36 11.a.s .a. § 502 pmvides for the lmpoei tion of . a tax ori all · 
s-raonal property of resident·•· and· all peraonal property within 
the· state. of pas-sons who are non.;..~•14-ta. \'he personal property 
i• eab,ect to taxation oa the fia:at: day of Apr:il ·of eapli ,-~. 
&owever, oenatn personal property iii exempt. froa taatlon ·1Qclud­
ing tbl boa.ta of non-reaidenta under certail\ co!Ultiona. 

36 •••••.A. l, 655 aubaect.ion a, •• amended,. pzovide& that 
the following pereonal pro~r-ty ia •-..pt from t:axatioiu 

"B. Pleasure vasaela •nd boats in the State· 
on the first day of April whoae owners re­
aide out of state. and which are lef.t in thia 
State by the owners for the parpoaee of · 
rapair or storage except those regularly 
kept ia the State during the preceding 
year.• 
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It ia quite poasibl.e that boat• regiatenc! by non-residents 
for uM on the waters of thi• •tate •Y never be subject to 

v 

the imposition o:f a personal property tax,, yet andal' the proviaiona 
of Chapter 480 of the Publia·i:.awa.of 1967. aaid owner■ mgat obtain 
a cartifiaate fl'OID the local t:ax collector in the•~ vi.re 
their boat iaa to be phyaiaally located at.ting that all~• 
··-••ec.'I OD •id boat have been pai4. 

In yo11r memo you stat• that. Chap~ 480 quoted-above prov.let.a 
for the pi-eaentatio~ of a tax c::ert:Lficate on "all other boat• 
located in tht• Stat. at the t1u· o1 ngiatration." we restate 
the propo■.ltion· t1-t. whathar a boat' ow-4 by a non-raaiclent.· 
i• •J.Deatect in thl• · •ta~• ao· •• to be eub;Sect to· the imposition 
of_ a personal p~y tax ia etriatly a •~tar to be deterld.nect 
by lo~l ta•tion official•• · · · 

•• be11ev. that the •m •J.Ocated in tbLa ■tata• for regiatra­
t.ion purpaaes --n• simply th• plao• where the boat. of a non­
re•ident owner le pbyaically J.oaablld at. the time sald owner 
•Mk• J:egi.at.rat:ion of hla boat. 

Phillip•• ICllmiatel' 
Aaaistant Attoa.y GeneJ:'al 


