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September 1, 1967

Robert H. Jechnson, Director Bureau of Watercraft Registratl
: and Safety
Fhillip M. Kilmister, Assistant Attorney General

An interpretation of Chapters 4 and 480 of the Public Laws of 1967
relating to Boat Registration.

EACIS:

Chapter 4 of the Public Laws of 1967 provides a system whereby
licensed marine dealers may issue l0-day temporary registration
plates to purchasers of boats. Chapter 480 of the Public Laws of
1967 sets forth the procedure which must be followed by boat
ownerxs, whether resident or non-residents of Maine, in order to
register their boats for use upon the waters of this State., You
have asked a question as to whether or not the terms of Chapter 480
relative to the registration of boats are in conflict, or in any
manner, nullify the terms of Chapter 4 relating to the temporary
and permanent registration of hoats.

QUESTION:

Do the provisions of Chapter 480 of the Public Laws of 1967
regulating the permanent registration of boats nullify the pro-
vieions of Chapter 4 of the Public Laws of 1967 relating to the
tempoary and permanent registration of newly acquired watercraft?

ANSWERS
Ho.

Chaptexr 4 of the Public Laws of 1967 refers only to the sale or
exchange of motorboats by dealers and pimply provides a method by
which the purchaser of any boat which must be registered may
operate same for a period of 10 days after purchasing or othexwise
acquiring said boat. The temporary registration so-called is not
really a registyration of the boat, but is merely a temporary per-
mit given to the owner of said boat to allow him to operate same
upon the waters of this State prior to registration. :

fThe applicable part of 38 M.R.8.A. § 234, subsection 8 E
{Ch. 4, p. 1. 1967) reads in part as follows:



"Upon the sale or exchange by a dealer of
any wmotorboat which requires numbering, the
new owner may secure from him a temporary
boat number and registration to operate
said eraft for a period of 10 consecutive
days only after the date of sale in lieu of
a perpanent boat number as regquirzed in
section 233, provided that the owner

ehall make application on the date of sale
for a certificate of boat number by the bureau.
Eaid application and fee for certificate of
boat number, together with a copy of the .
temporary registration issued by the dealer,
shall be forwarded by said dealer to the
bureau within 48 hours after the date of
sals of said motorbost. The dealer shall
affix the temporary boat number to the bow
of the motortont and shall clearly mark
thereon ths date issued, date of expiration
and his Maine dealer's number.”

Whereas 3B M.R.8.A. 7 234, subsection 8 B quoted above
refers to the temporary and parmanent registration of boats
newly purchased from marine dealers in Maine for use on waters
of this State, Chapter 480 of the Public laws of 1967 refers to
the zagistration and re-registration of boats generally.

Chapter 480 of the Public Lawa of 1967 provides amendments
to both the taxation and watercraft registration and safety
astatutes and reads in part as follows:

*36 M.R.SA. § 757-A additional

*Collector to furnish certificate to boat
registration applicants,

"l., Certificate. Every boat owner seeking

to register a boat under Title 38 shall obtain
from the tax collecter a certificate that

all taxes thereon asszessed to the present
owner, which have been committed to the
collector, have heen paid.



*2. Where obtained. Such certificate shall
be obtained from the tax collector of the
place in which the owner is a resident, if
a resident of this state; or from the tax
collector of the place in which the hoat

im situated, if a non-resident of this
Btate,

*3., Porm. The certificate ahall be-in the
form and contain such information ms prescribed
by the State Tax Assessox.

%4, Piled. The gertificate shall be ecom-
pleted in duplicate., The original shall
e f£iled by the tax collector with the

tax assessors and the duplicate shall be
given to the boat owner and shall be filed
by him with his application for boat regis-
tyation.”®

38 MR8, 3 236, subsection 7, amended,

*Upon receipt of the application in .
approved form, accompanied by a cerxtificate
from the tax collisctor as provided for in
Pitle 36, saction 757-A, in the case of all
boats owned by rssidents of this State and
all othar boats located in this State at the
time of registration, together with the
proper form, together with the proper

‘fee, ths bursan shall enter the same upon
the office records and issue the applicant
a certificate of number stating the nunber
assigned to the motorboat, its description,
the name and address of the owner and such
other information as the bureau heads deem
appropriate.” '

An amendment is also contained in Chapter 480 of the Public
lawe of 1967 which provides for the filing of a tax certificate
by a resident or non-resident boat owner when he rensws hisa
registration,
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When a motorboat is purchased in Maine and registered at the
time of purchase by a resident or non-resident buyer thers is no
personal property tax assessed on said bost and hence no need
for the purchaser to supply the Bureau with a certificate from
a tax collector stating that a personal property tax has been
paid. I

Chapter 480 of the Public Laws of 1967 as quoted above simply
Provides that whem personal property taxes have been aassessed
on a boat that said tax wmust be paid by the owner as a condition
precedent to obtaining & yegistration of his boat., Whether a
pexserial property tax should be levised upon a boat is a question
of taxation for local tax officials to dstermine and should not
be of prime concern to the Bureau of Watercraft Registration and
Safety. The Bureau should only be concerned with obtaining
evidence, in the form of a certificate described in Chapter
480 guoted above, that any tax assessed on a boat and committed
to a tax collector for colleation, has bheen paid by sald owner
at the time the owner applies for registration of his boat.

In many instances this will mean nothing more than a2 state-
went or certificate from a tax collector stating that no
personal propexty taxes have heen assessed on the boat
sought to be registered,

- looking briefly at certain eections cf the taxation statutes,
36 MRBJMA. § 502 providea for the impoeition of a tax on all
personal property of residents and all personal property within
the state of persons who are non-~residents., %The pérsonal property
is subject to ta)ation on the fizst day of April of each year,
Howaver, certain personal property is exempt from tamation includ-
ing the boats of non-residents under certain condicions.

36 M R.8A. § 655 subsection H, as amended, provides that
the following personal proparty is exempt from taxation:

“H. Pleasure vessels and boats in the State
on the first day of April whose owners re-
side out of state, and which are left in thie
State by the ownsrs for the purposes of
repair or storage except those regularly
kept in the State during the preceding

year."



It is gquite possible that boats registered by non-residents
for use on the waters of this state may never be subject to
the imposition of a personal property tax, yet under the provisions
of Chapter 480 of the Public Iaws of 1967, said owners must obtain
a certificate from the local tax collector in the area where
their boat is to be physically located stating that all taxees
assessed on said boat have been paid.

In your memo you stats that Chapter 480 quoted-above provides
for the presentation of a tax certificate on "all other boats
located in this State at the time of registration.” We restate
the proposition that whether a boat owned by a non-resident
is "loeated in this state” so as to ba subject to the imposition
of a personal propearty tax is strictly a matter to be determined
by local taxation officials.

We believe that the tarm "located in this stats” for registra-
tion purposes means simply the place where the boat of a non-
resident owner is physically located at the time said owner
sesks registration of hias boat.

Phillip M. Kilmister
Assistant Attorney General
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