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Stanley P. BanllOn, ·Jr., Deputy 
Secretary of State 

Robert Cl •. i'uller, Jr., Aaa.latant 

July 18, 1967 

Stat.a 

Attorney Genera 1 

Spacial Referendum Blection of Septellber 12, 1967. 

You bave·requeate4 an o.pinioD frca thi• office on tb~ vali4ttr 
of the date fixed~ the r...,t.alature for a ■pecial nferendlma eJ.aation. 

Die LacJialature hu, at the •••J.on ju■t rec:eaaed, paaeed several 
ac:ta inYOlving oonstnoU.on to i. financed .by bGn4 l•.-uea. Baab of th••• aat.e prov.1.dae, 1n ■ubat:ance, that it ■ball not beccne effective 
until 30 dap after lts raUftcation _, the -voten of the lute at 
• epacial referendua elecUon to be •1).ecl for that pm;poae. Abaent 
t:he referenda prcwia&ou, each of t.h•e acts would l>aoaoa 1• 90 
daye alusr the Le9t•lllture receaaed. Ne. Conet., Art. IV, pt.· 3, f 11. 
'lbe LegJ.alature ha• fixed a date for the aped.al election - 8eptember 12, 
1967 - Which 1• 1•1 t1JAD 90 clap. after reaasa. 

QPlf'l'IRI& 

Bavin,r puMd an act requiring ratific:aU.on :t,y the voter• o~ the 
State at a apeaial referenc:lull election to be called for tbat pm:poae, 
•Y the J.e;'islature tben fix a date for auc:h el~tion •1Ch 1s l.eN 
than 90 daya after rec:eaa o:f the ••••.t.on at Which ·auch act was 
.l)Uae4? 

QtDJJOI.L 

Due queation tau bMn anewerea in the affi.n-.tlWt .:l.n AR&nlPD of 
tall lMJ:'"8, 144 Ila. 412, 16 A. 24 378 (1949) whicll 8tata8 that 
• •• • (t)he Legielature hu power and authority to fix the clay 
upon vhich SUCh an elect.ion llball J:MI held in acicordanca·w1tb its 
Judigalent; and diaoretion, lih.idl may J:»e within ninety days after the 
rec::eaa of the Legialature, as that term ia defined 1n Sec:tioa ao 
of Part 9u.r4 of Article IV of the Cona~.t.tutton. 11 144 Na. ,12, 415, 
66 A. 24 378~ 380. 

Baaed on the. language in the cited opinion of _the Juetices, it is 
the op.1.nlon. ~ this office tbat the Legialature has act-' validly 1n 
fixing Septenber 12, 1967 as the c1a·te for· a special referendum elecUon, 
even though such elate ls within 90 days aitec the-recess of the 
Legislature at 'Whim the aaallUZ'ea, sought to be ratified at auch 
election, were paaaed. 

RCJPJr./eh 
Robert c;. Puller, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 


