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Richard D. Collins, Executive Director 

June ... 1,.-196:J 

Arts and Human.itils 

John w. Benoit, Asaiatant Attorney Genea:al 

Connisa·1on on the Arts and Humanit1e• Authority to_ C:Onuact 

PAC'l'Sf 

In order to ach1•v• the goals which are set forth 1n 27 M.R.S.A. 
i 401, •t •U• the reference Commtasion muat work directly with 
writera, artists, ardhitecta, designers, news JDedia, publishers,. 
printers, etc. We are informed that if tbe Conniasion 1• to have 
influenc:e on t:he d.evelopaent of their programs and aervlcee, that 
it muat have tirect contact with the plural g-roupa .ment1C,ned herein. 
Such_aontact may very often involve c:ontracte. 

la the Commission authorized to enter into contracts to con­
ceive, create, execute, and COllitplete work• of! art, dea.t.gn, publlca-

1· ttons and aSm1lar work within the 111111 ts of the funds available there­
for? 

ANS§■ . 

Yes. but eul>ject to the provisions o:t Title 5, Chapte• 141 to 
15.5, inclusive, 0£ the Haine Revised Statutes. 

ftPSOl!J 

'lbe Maine Statutes, 27 ,s.a,s.A, § 405, authorize the Collhiaalon 
to, inter alia, enter •1nto contracts, ·w~th1n'the limit of funds 
available therefor, with 1nd1vS.dualfl, or organizations, and 1mtttu­
tions :for services furthering t;.be educational obJectlvea of the 
Comaiaaion•s program.• 'lhe reference statutory .provision authorizes 
the Coan1sa1on to contract for eervi~e• tending to further the 
educational object.t.ves that ai-e set forth in 'l'itle 27, c. 15 of 
the Maine Reviaed Statutes, but the latter statutory provisions 
should be read in ·11ght of the legialat.1.ve directive appearing in 
5 M.a~s.A. chapters ·141 to 155, inclusive, specifically, :to 
sections 1811 and 1812 of Title S wherein the Legislature baa 
decreed that the Department of l'inance and Administration, ~ough 
the Bureau of Purchases, 1• authrized to purchase all services, 



Rlchu'cl o·. C:011.t.n• ••CJ• 2 June l, 1967 

.supplies, mateciala and 91Uipment required by State goverl'Jlllent 
or any department or agency of State govuraent. Note tbe · 
lang~e appaarln9 1n &action· 1812 defining the teraa •aervscea•, 
•aupplie•• • "ateriala" and •equl.P,laent• ·•• including •.any •nd all 
printing, bin.Ung, puJ,J.;loatt,on of lawa,· journal• and reports.• 
the referenoe Gommt••1on i• not exea;,t from the provuiOna of the 
reference atatutee. 

.Yolm •• Benoit 
.l.e•l•tant A~tornev General 


