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Commission on the Arts and Humanities Authority to Contract

FACTS

In order to achieve the goals which are set forth in 27 M.R.8.A.
§ 401, et seqg, the reference Commission must work directly with
writers, artistse, architects, deasigners, news media, publishers,.
printers, ete, We are informed that if the Commission is to have
influence on the development of their programs and services, that
it must have direct contact with the plural groups mentioned herein.
Such contact may very often involve contracts.

Is the Commission authorized to enter into contracts to con-
ceive, create, execute, and complete works of art, design, publica-
‘tions and similar work within the limits of the funds avallable there-
for?

ANSWER3

Yes, but subject to the provisions of Title 5, Chaptem 141 to
155, inclusive, of the Maine Revised Statutes.

REASONy,

The Maine Statutes, 27 M.R.8.A. § 405, authorize the Commission
to, inter alia, enter “"into contracts, within the limit of funds
available therefor, with individuals, or organizations, and institu-
tions for services furthering the educational objectivee of the
Commission’s program.® The reference statutory provision authorizes
the Commission to contract for services tending to furthexr the
educational objectives that are set forth in Title 27, ¢. 15 of
the Maine Revised Statutes) but the latter statutory provisions
should be read in light of the legislative directive appearing in
5 M.R.8.A. chapters 141 to 155, inclusive, specifically, to
sections 1811 and 1812 of Title 5 wherein the Legislature has
decreed that the Department of Finance and Administration, through
the Bureau of Purchases, is authxized to purchase all services,
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supplies, matexisls and equipment required by Btate govermment
or any department or agency of Btate govermment. Note the
language appearing in section 1812 defining the terms “services”,
“supplies”, "materials” and "eguipment® as including “any and all
printing, binding, publication of laws, journals and reports.”
The reference Commission is not exempt from the provisions of the
reference statutes.

John W. Banoit
Asgistant Attorney General
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