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Bawa.rd C. Bin~ley, Ccmnia■ioner 

Jer~ s. Matus, Asaiatant 

Indian Conatables 

PACD• 

April 21, 1967 

Indian Affair■ 

Attorney General 

By 111m10 dated AprJ.l 18, 1967, you fumiahed me · with the 
followir19 info:rmationa 

At a meeting of the Pl~•.ut Point Tribal COuncil, · held on 
March 4, Hr. Joaeph Paul. wu ·appointed to fill one of two ·vacanc:1ea 
as Pleasant •oint Indian Constable. Nr. Pauli• a Jlalec:ite tnclian 
who ha■ lived on the Raaervat1on for the past a1r,.,,yeare at lea■t. 
In spite of Mr. · Paul'• not l>einCJ a member of the Pleasant i>oint 
taeaamaquoddy 'l'rJbe, iti waa felt that he would be eligible for 
appointment under the statute• · - 22 N.R.8.A. I 4716, (1). 

At a •••ting of the Pleaeant Point Tril:>al Council, held on 
Mar.Ch 29, the oame• of four canclidate• were brought up for the 
other vacancy as Pleasant Point . Indian Constable. 'lhe six-un 
Tribal· ~unc11 voted on the eandidatur two candidate• received 3 
w,tea each. One of these candidatea wa• Mr. Hewell Tomah~ Tribal 
Clovernor Joaeph . Mitohell announced that *• .1blah wu ther_eby 
appointed Constable .. 

A certificate of appointment waa signed by the Tribal Governor 
and Q>unc.tl on the 29th, 00ncetn1119 both ~~lntmenta. 

On April 17, · Governor Joseph Jlltcbell informed 11• that he had 
been requested to attend a meeting of the 'l'r;1.bal° Council on Saturday, 
April · 15. Be reported to me that he had attended an~ tba t the· Council 
had voted 6-0 1n favor of rmoving Mr. Paul and.· 11r. '1baah from their 
poa1tiona and had a~o voted 6-0 in favor of appointing Mr. Robert 
Hewell and Mr. Melvin Francia in their place. 

GovernQr Mitchell infomed me that Mr~ •aul had been present 
during the ·meeting and that Mr:. Tomah had arrived after the meeting 
was over. He c:,ould report no official reason for the Council's 
action against Mr. 'l'oaahJ he said there had been· acme criticism of 
Mr. Paul's appointment ~n- the . grounds that he was not a manber of 
the Tribe or a United States citizen. 



Bdward . C:. _at.nGkl-,r April 21, 1'67 

.aovernor M1tchell.requuted tllat I •eek adrica fJ:011 JOU&' 
office 1~to theae aattera. Both Mr.- · ••ul and II:.· 'l'Ollah. have 
eaa,pl.eted the contrileta of eapJ.oyaent necea•arr for th1• DepaJ:1;.
•ent to P•Y th• by mnthly made•. 

gppQM ti• 

waa 11r·.- 1t'au1, a llllec:ite !ncUaa, eltgt,J:,le fot. an appointment 
aa a apec.lal con•tal:ale for the Pl,..aan.t ~bat IDdlu --..ti.on. of 
the e.••-...,ad:r "'°ibe'I 

Jlo.· 

PUGll 13'• 

ae. appointunt of bdlaD Cona~•iea i• goveraad bf a2 11.a.aJ.. 
I 4116, Cl), Wbict. provld• •• folhW• 

•1. Appo.lntaent-~ ae tr,._l fOVC'DOr·, vtth 
1:11• adrice ai;d eoment of~• Uibal oounc:1.l, 
,. •ut:bat'i&e4 to ap,POJ.Dt on• or: DIOR H1Pble 
Ina.au~ &n ecJa of at IP41tn t£il>t• u tbs.. 
State, •• apeolal c:oaitabla• With like power• 
UM! ctutle• of ••tabl.. and police 9:fllcc• 
·wit;hin towna and cit.t.u, in tile aaforcanent of 
th41 ·1ilW8 of the 8tat., within the lildu of the 
reaervatJ.on of llU.· tl't.be, wi1:b authoi:i-ty to · 
ta'k• anyr offeod• --~• ~ COilet of oca..,etent 
juriacll.ct1on _-wi.thln h.t.a aouaty. 8uob oonatabl•• 
llhall act u eobool attendapce offi.cer• fo~ $blU:: 
~••peotive tr,l.belJ. lheF·eb.all r9Qe£'.'1• -~ ' 
~t:J.on •• •r be c1etena.t.nec1 i,r th• a.s;art
--~ • " f BlltpbUJ.• IIU,PP1ie4. ) 

An ln41AQ Conatal.1le for the Pl••••nt Jto1nt·Zn41.an Reaervatlon 
mu•t be a P••--qqoddy !nd..t..n. The atatu• 01 an ,n4t.vldual •• a 
•u-quoddy Indian wu14 i,e utQli•hed if he were properly lleted 
on the c::enn• l.tailt u providac1 by 22 N.R.8.A •. f 5832. 

Die teail • in each of the Indian tril,es• w1 thin the ccmtex.t of 
22 .N.R.8.A. § tf.716 (l) aeana •a ~r o~ each of the incuan tribes.• 
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onnoa tli 

flae pmc.SU• ln Opinion N· 1■ tbe propel" proctdm:'e. !n other 
word~., tollolling 1:11• noalnati.on of an in4ivldua1 by a 'fribal Governor~ 
th• TrU-1 Council ai•t. vote -Y• • or ._. on ~t Wtv14ual to 
indicate ita cona•t ·or nject:J.o:n. All •~ud ~, the· conaent: .. c 
be by •jorit:y vote of•~ 1Hat 4 ...._. of the ttrlbal CCMDM:il • 

.,. .... s. Nata• 
Aa•la-.nt Atwrn• Galleftl 

JSM/eb 


