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Harch 6, 1967
Kermit S. Nickerson, Deputy Bducation
- Cowmissioner
John W. Benoit, Assistant Attoxney deneral

g::trmuw of Bibles in Public Schoolsy Addendum to April 1, 1964

On April 1, 1964, this office sulmitted an cpinien to you
on the reference subject following your inguiry as to whether the
epinion of this office dated April 28, 1933 continued in fovce
following the decision in Bchempp ¥. Murya and the November 7, 1963
epinion of this office declaring R, 8., ¢. 37 § 127 to be null and
volid in view of Schepop v Muxzay. In owr April 1, 1964 opinion, we
stated that the April 28, 1933 opinion wamr np longer effective since
the 1953 opinion had been based upon the presence of R. 8., ¢, 37 § 127,

You have now inguired whether the subject of the discridution
of Bibles in public schools may bw left to the determimmtion of the
loeal supsrintending schoel committes or echool divectors, whatever
the ¢ase may be. It is our understanding that the dibles are to be
left st the school by the Gideons and that the puplils may pick up ope
of the Bibles if they chooss Lo do #0. This manner of Aletyidution
will not require any studsnt to opanly manifest his intantions con~
carning the distribution of the Bibles. A pudblic school committes,
such as a superintending achool camsittee or schonl directors, may
chooke th authoriza the Gideons to place a supply of Bible at the
school so that students who desire them may pick them up, The
decigion ix one for the local school officials.

Thank you for your attention.

John ¥W. Senodt
Assistant ARttorney General
JWR/eh



