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Asa A4 C30rdon, Direetor, Schoc)l 
.IVlmin. &ervlcea 

John•• Benoit, Ase1■tant 

Jlel:>ruaey 22, 1967 

Bducation 

Attorney Qeneral 

Addendum to Opinion dated February 15, 1"7. 

Havin9 received our opinion of February 15, 1967, you nowwtah 
to Jcnow Whether the reference opinion £• · in tune Vith a oertab note 
appearing t.n the 1966 Maine '1'0wil Neettm.1 Man,aa1 (fifth edition) on 
page a,, 1.e.1 •Tb• law provide• a method J:>y which an artiele-uy 
J:,e pla<:ed on the eec;ret ballot t,y petlt1on. IIOTJb 1hJ.• doe• not 
pend.t the eeleotaen to place an article on the ballot by · thei~ own 
act alone.• We vl• the quoted· language u not. betl'lg in conflJ.at 
With th.• reference opinion. All W1Ut stated in cur opinion, t,be ,-orda 
•auch part.lc;mlu art,1.cle"' ~•f•rre4 only to the ctrcmaat.ancea Whtel\ 
are •tat:«! in 30 M.U·~A. f 1061 {4). St is our opinion that the 
pJ.ur:al a~ic:l• aet foi-th 1n 20 11.a.a.A. § 2a2 •Y be voted upon lJlf 
the .legal wtar• in a aanic:.lpa.11ty· aane r:e•ort to the proviaion■ of 
30 H.R.8.A. § 2061 (4). In other wordll, tha procedure ••t forth ln 
section 2061 (4} ia .. not the aclua.ive procedve whereby townspeople may 
vote upon the-41Ueationa ••t forth in 20 N.R.8.A. I 222. It •hould be 
noted. that eect1on 222 .require• only that the ~tutory N"ticlea be 
acted Upon at a meeting p.1&•4 and bud 1n the •nner pX'OVlde4 by .the 
applieal)le Maine stat~t••· 

We have aaid th•t the procedure outlined in aect1on 2061,(4),ia 
not the exclusive manner by whic::h a vote may be effected concerning · 
section 222 att1c:lea, _but tt ·•y be one of the procedures wt,,ich the 
tQWnapeople cbooae to ut11i~• when votin9 upon an article concerning 
a diliaolution petition. ln tb• event that a proper petition 18 pre­
sented. to the ae1ectmen requesting the printing of a J.ilectlon 222 
article on the ballot, then it will be nec:eanry for the ps.-ocedurea 
eat forth t.n 2061, ('), to l>e followed 1n their entirety. 11h18 means 
that the bearing ape.cified tn aect1on 2061, (4), nn.:iat proprly take 
place, and that it IIIWlt occur in ac:c::ordance with the language of 
aection 2061, (4). 



Care .itould i,e taken to 4£.•tlngu.t.llh that ·petltion &tllcr!J)ed ln 
HctJon 2061, (4). froaa tha petit.ton daac;r:lbed .f.n 30 .K.a.1.A. I 'J051. 
(4)., t9 wlt.r 

••• Jf the ·ae1ect:1Mm \UQ:'Maonably ~• · 
. to · ~ a towA ·meect~, lt. mar be ·caUed .i,y 
a .Jut.lee~• .t:be peaoe in tbe aountf 01\ the 
wit.ten peuu.on ·of·a ·n~ 'Of voten equal 
to at least. 19 o! the Dlll'ibet of •tee ca•t 
h.tl\e town at the laat. ~tori.al d.uon, 
bu't·in m ••• J.ee• 'tb.en 11.• 

I trust. tba-t w.a adun41a ~ufff.OS.eDtlY appr:uea ,rou of the 
atatu■ of the~ 1$, 1N7 opinSOn* s..e., that the optnton t• 
·baa.el aol•ir up:,n 'the factlJ ""1.lOh u. auat.t .._r~. Of cour•e, . 
addi~s.o.l faete IUfht. VU)! veU. recrdre • tiffaent concluslon than 
that atate4 1ft 1be refcenca oplnlon., 

'1obn ... B&lnoit 
A-•.t.atant:. Attorney General 


