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Asa A. Gordon, DJ.rector, School 
Adrla1n. Serv1celi 

John w. Benoit, Assistant · 

l,tc;~) ✓ 
l 

Pebruary 15, 196 7 

Bducation 

Attorney General 

Petitton for l>iaaolutio:n of 8-"-~»- il57 J:>y' Town of Shaple:Lgb 

PACTS; 

· 'l'he Town of Shapleigh is one of six man.:lcipalitiea coq,ri■ing 
School Adm:!JUatrative• Di.strict iff:57. Bac:ently, the nference School 
Admin:lat:rative N.str.f.ct voted to authorize the issuance of bonds. 
20 H,ff,S.A, I 225. About that ••e time, the 'lawn of Sbaple!gb voted 
to pet1t10~ for the 41••olut1on of the reference School Acbdnl■trative 
D1atrict, At Shapleigb•a speclal town meeting held on December JO, 

. 1166, the legal w,tera of the 'l'Olm of 8haple1gh voted 130 to 7 in favor of 
petitioning for diaao1utian. 20 1,,.1.A. § aa2. . . 

You have &Wllll1tte4 a copy of a letter dated DacemJ,■r ll, 1966 
fo~rdad to the State loard of·Bduaation by the Town Clark •or 
lhaple1g'b, ·and you h"ve al■o atllaitted copies of (l) the warrant call• 
J.ng for the apectal town meet.S.DCJ1 {2) the constable'• return on said 
wai'rant, an4 Cl) a oon of the •pectman 'ballot voted upon at~ 
reference epec:1a1 town maet'1\g'. You atate that. theee reeox-da sub­
mitted to you (at your reqq .. t) ·by the lWn of Shapleigh do not 
reveal that a public hearJ.~g wa• · held tn tJie Town of IQl&pleigh prior 
to the date of t;he special town meeting in wh:loh the YOtilt's acted 
upon t:.be 4ia•o1ut1on article •. 

QUBS'l'19l1 

I• the action of the Shapleigh voters at the DeQember lO, 1966 
special town Dieat.t.ng invalid because no public bearing •• held for 
the pu:a::poae of d1acuae1DJ tbe subject cli■aolution article p,:ior to 
the date of the special town me·et;t.ng? 

.yaifgl 

Bo. 

RD.Scpti 

Die Maine Statutes relating to public schools provide, inter 
alia, that the residents of a municipality may vote upon a Sectk>n 222 
'd~asolution art:i.cle' at a town nee·t1ng, •called and held in the 



Aaa A,. Goi'don Pebrua~r JI, 1967 

mannez- p,:ovi4ed ~ law tor t1le calling and holdint ot' town aeetlnga 
or city ele~tiona. * • • • 2Q M,8,8,A. i 222. 1'he reference section 
r~••· that attention be given t.o the prov.ulon• of 30 11.a.a .A. 
I 2051, ·•t •eca:• (general •t.atute• having r•fuance to town 11eet-
inga, etc.) · 

You ••t.e 1n ~ __, that: the wan-ant c:allJ.ng for the 
December 30$ 1966 •P"taJ. town ... tins, in Sbapleigb 4'4 not ,:ecpit'e 
• · public: ·heaJring in 11oc::ordance with the pc-ovteiona .of •eat.ion• 2061 -
2064.- our examination oft.he retereiiee auat;uto17 provteietn8 
1n4icat.ee that section a~1. 4, apecifS.ed the holdin, of a ~1,a 
heutng in ermmaatacl lmit:ance•• 

•4. »et11;ion for A¥Uol• on ..,_lot. On 
the wr.t.tt.en petition o~ a liUlllNlr of voter• 
.-1 to at 1wt 1• of tbe WDNF of vot.M 
cut in the town at the la■t ~natorJ.al 
elec:tion, l>ut_ in ao caile 1••• than io* the 
aelec.tmen ■hall. ntflU1r• that. a partlculat' 
art.icla be placed in 1:lle n-1:. Nl.1~ p:inte4, 
OJ;" Sba11 · call a apac,al ••ting tor·· its con­
•'-dan~n • . Jf IJWJl PV1cJ.9ul,II gt,lsQ.1 1M 
plaoed in th• next. ballot printed. ·. a Pl,lblJ.o 
heann9 .iia11 ~ held 113( t:h• amnla.i,pal off1otr• 
on the ••ject of a\tCh azoUcl• -at· 1ea•t 10 day• 
l>efo.i-e ~- &y ·i-or votinCJ tlwreon ••.••• 
tllqpbaai• aupplta4.) 

we 4o not 1.ntarpr:et the worda •aucfh partiCNlar artl~•• •• enaom• 
paaatng the vote wh,ch ooourrecl 1n tbe Tolft:l of 8hapl•~9b on 
December 30, 1966 • We U.iterJ>>:et th• wora •au• p•iOUlu 
artlc:le" •• refe#ring only to the Clzcum•~ atat·.a in 30 •·••••A• S 2061, 4. Bl• given C.ct• do not: ••t• ~•• c~­
C\Ulltancea. 

John w. Benoit 
Aaautant Attorney Clen8Z'al 


