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February 15, 1967

Asa A, Gordon, Director, School Education
Admin. Services
John W. Benoit, Aseistant Attorney General

Petition for Dissolution of 8.A.D. #57 by Town of Shapleigh

FACTS ;

. The Town of Shapleigh is one of six municipalities comprising
8chool Administrative District §#57. Recently, the reference School
Administrative District voted to authorize the issuance of bonds,

8.A 5. About that same time, the Town of Shapleigh voted
to petition for the dissolution of the reference School Administrative
District, At Shapleigh'a special town meeting held on December 30,
. 1966, the legal wotera of the Town of Shapleigh voted 130 to 7 in favor of

petitioning for dissolution. 20 M.R.S.A. § 222,

You have submitted a copy of a letter dated December 31, 1966
forwarded to the State Board of Education by the Town Clerk for
Shapleigh; and you have also submitted copies of (1) the warrant call-
ing for the special town meeting; {2) the constable's return on said
warrant; and (3} a copy of the speciman ballot voted upon at the
reference special town meeting. You state that these records sub-
nitted to you {at your request) by the Town of Shapleigh do not
reveal that a public hearing was held in the Town of Shapieigh prior
to the date of the special town meeting in which the voters acted
upon the dissolution article.

QUESTION:

Is the action of the Shapleigh voters at the December 30, 1966
special town meeting invalid because no public hearing was held for
the purpose of discuseing the subject dissolution article prior to
the date of the special town meeting?

ANBWER:
No.
REASONS
The Maine Statutes relating to public schools provide, inter

alia, that the residents of a municipality may vote upon a Section 222
‘dissolution article' at a town meeting, “"called and held in the
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manner provided by law for the calling and holding of town nmeatings
or city elections. * ¢ # * 20 M. R.8.A, § 222. The reference section
requires that attention be given to the provisions of 30 M.R.8.A,

§ 2051, et meq. (general statutes having reference to town meet-
ings, ete.)

You state in your memo that the warrant calling for the
December 30, 1966 special town mesting in Shapleigh 4id not require
a public hearing in accordance with the provisions of sections 2061 -
2064. Our examination of the reference statutoxy provisions
indicates that section 2061, 4, specified the holding ¢f a public
hearing in emmerated instances:

"4, Petition for Axticle on Ballot. On

the written petition of a nimber of voters
equal to at least JO% of the numbexr of votes
cast in the town at the last gubernatorial
election, but in no caee less than 10, the
selectmen shall regquire that a particular
article be placed in the nmext ballot printed,
or shall call n apedinz. meeting fox' .tts con-
gideration. If such el article be
placed in the nmrt-. ba:.lot prs.nted, a pubuc
hearing shall be held by the municipal officers
on the subject of such articie at least 10 days
before the day for voting thereon. % # # °
(Emphasis supplied.)

We do not interpret the words “such particular article® as encom-
passing the vote which ocourred in the Town of Shapléigh on
December 30, 1966, We interpret the words “such particular
article” as refexrring only to the circumstances stated in 30
M.R.B.A. § 2061, 4. The given facts do not state those cir-
cumstances. ;

John W. Benoit
Assistant Attorney Genexal
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