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STATE OF MAINE 
lnter ... Departmental Memorandum Date Tannary ?7 1 1 gf,7 

Dept. House of Repr";sentatives 

From ....:'-=-J O---''--',-....:-=-+:"l-.c...;;,.,~:...JS..----'----'-------'-'-------=...:::d.----'--=-_:_::__:_ 
Dept. __ B_l_1r_. e_a_u_o_f ___ T_a_x_a_t_i_o_n _____ _ 

Subject Re : '--L, ACT R0.laHng to Citizenship Re.quire.me.nl:s 

f . • 1 ;:or Mnn, c~, pEl Assessors 

You have. asked this office. to determine th~ hackgronnct of the require
ment of citizenship which fs presently part of the law relating; to 

l •c• 'f .. l ff' . J 1 qua ,., 1cat1ons o. munH~ipa. o. 1cerst part1cn ar. y assessors. 1'he 
effect of the above legislation would he to relieve asse.ssors of thP. 
requirement of he.ing a citi:;,;en of t:he United State.t-L 

You have fnrther inquired as to whether there is any constitntional 
requirement that mnnicipal officiA.ls he. c'iti:;,;e.ns of the. United States. 

•ritle 30 M.R.SoA. Section 2OnO (3) now provide.s that in order to hold 
. . l Cf'. l - • . -F h . d ('1 a m11n1c1pa OL 1ce, a pe.rson mnst )e a c1tJzen o, t e Unite.. ,,tates, 

he a resident of the state and at least 21 years of agB. 

My research :indicates that the. requirement of cjt'izenship has only 
been present; ~n the law s j nee 195 7. when the rE; "!as t;n~e.r take,n a 
general. rev1s:ion of the laws relatJng to mun1c1pal1t1es. 

Previous to thfs tjme, tax assessors, who are municjpal,. office.rs, had 
only been requjred to be ninhabitantsn of the town in which they 
served. 

I can 'find no indication jn the legislative record or in the notes of 
the draftsmen of the. provision, indicating what the intent of the 
legislatnre was jn requiring United .States citizenship. 

It would be my best judgment that the requirement was a rather routine 
uniform provision which was inserte.d only because. citizenship was 
assumed to be a general requirement. 

It is interesting to note however, that there had bee.n no requirements 
of 1Jnited States citizenship for tRx assessors in this state 11ntil 1957. 

Constitutionally, I can find no reqtdrements that municipal officials 
be citizens of the Un·ite.d States, It is true that ce.rtain state 
offjcers mnst be U. S. Citizens, for example. 1 the. Governor, memhers 
of the Honse-. of Re pre sen tat:i ve s, mernbers of the Governor I s Connc il 
an<l electors. 

It is therfoye safe to assume. that there. is no constitutional req,dre-

; 

ment reqt1iring tax assessors to be citizens. On the other hand, the.re 
seems to be no reason available for the insertation of a requirement, 
in 1957t that tax assessors he. United States citi:;,;ens. In all probab
lity! ~he. pro,:isi~n concerning citizenship v:as c<;pie.d from some uniform 
provision ava J labi.e to draftsmen of the leg1 slat, on. 

If I can be of any further help, pl.ease do not hesitate to call upon 
me. 

JRD/slb 


