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September I, 1966 

Dean Fisher, M. o., Colllfl'!lssloner Health and Welfare 
Attention: Earle w. Tibbetts, Director, Dtvisfon or Sanftaty Engfneerlng 

Jame$ MJ Cohen, Assistant Attorney General 

Plumbing Permits Required by Of 1 Burner Men 

FACTS: 

In your memo of August 17, 1966, you indicate that oil burner men may 
be tnstal 1 Jng hot water tanks without p1umblng perrntts as. required. by tht 
State PlumbSng Code.. The pertinent legal faets wt1 I be drseussed Jn the 
Opfnfon below~ 

Q.UESTJON: 

Ooes an ol l burner man need to secure a phtmbhlg permlt from the local 
pJutnbtng Inspector fot the purpose of tnstal Ung a hot water tank? 

ANSWER: 1 

Yes, but rt no loeal .p1umbfng lnspect()f has been. appofnted the permit · 
mutt h$ue from the oe,attment of Health and Welfare, But~•u of Health, 

OPiNION: 

PURSUANT Jo the ptovJsfon$ of 32 M. R. S.. A. 11)3301 .. J507t the Rules 
and Regulatl<ms of the Department of H~alth end Welf~re pertafnln9 to 
plumbing work and known a, the "State Plumblng Code", Pt<>vlde fnter aHa: 

7. Permi u"' By whom teqtd red. 
A perrnh fs a written ,orm furr\hhed by the State. Any per,on, 
f~,m or corporation deslrhlg to engage Jn, or work at. the 
biJ$lneu of JnstaHJng plumbfnSh ot who shi,Jl Install plumbing 
In conneetfon wtth the dealing In and se.1 Ung of plumbtng matedal 
and suppltes, or any other person fnstatUng plumbing, or the 
owner of any butldlng having plumbing Installed, tn any efty, 
town, plantation; or unorganized to\v~shtp wfthfn the state, shall 
f1r$t secure a permit Jo Install $aJd plumblng ff!Qm the foeal 
plumbtng fospeqtor, or, If no 1oea1 plu111bln9 lnspectot has been 
·appofnted, ,,om the Dep$r'tlllent of Health and Welfare, Bureau of 
Health. 

Although 1 Jcenses are requfrerJ of those engaged fo the plumbing budness 
In accotdance whh 32 M. R. •f • A. II 330) - 3507, and of those engaged tn the 
oJJ butner ln$tallatfon bU$fness tn aeeordante with .32 M. R. s. A~ Ii 2391 ... 2404, 
some of the laws, rule$ ~nd regulat.Jons pertalnJng to plumbers are also appl lcable 
to oil burner' men. 



) 

Dean Fisher September 1, 1966 

The exception provhion of 32 M. R. s. A. H 3302 exc;ludes from .the 
appl'ication of the plumbing laws 11any oil burner man duly lfcens,~d under 
Chapter 33 [ 32 M. R. s. A. II 2301 - 2404 ], lnsofar as work covered by said 
license Is tnvolved. 11 [Emphash added.] In other words the business of fnstalltng 
oiJ burners to which the statute refers fs excluded from regulations by the 
Plumbe.r' s provisions of the statute. 

The term 11of 1 burner fnstat Jation11 is dertned to mean . 
• , ,the fnstallatfon, a)teratfon or tepa1r of of1 and automatic coal 
burning heating equfpment, lncludlng lndustrfal, commerefal and· .. · 
do~stlc type range butpers and s,ace heaters and further fnctudlng. 
a11 accessory equipment, control systems, whether electric, tnermosta· 
tjc or mecJiiJl'l;(~al, and .all electrical wirfng In connectfon therewith 
to a suftal?le cHsttfkutlon panel or dJseonnect swftch, but excluding 
.alJ othe'r e.Jectrf cal equfpment otr work ln the J:>ufldfn9 or structur'e 
where the above equipment is installed,. [32 M. F\, a. A. H 2301 l 

The work of tnst~J llng ol J burnets mu~t be done by a l lcensed person as 
requlred by 32 M~ R. S·, · A~ .U 240 l ,~ 

However, the fnstalladon of a hot water tc1nk faHs wfthfn the def.Jnltlon 
of plumbing which ts defined as .· . . 

"the ·art of lnstaHfng ln butldlngs the pipes, fixtures and other 
apparatus for brf ngfng ln the water supply and removtng liquid and 
water ear.rfed wastes, and shall Include, tfJ~ nec~ssary water piping 
and Mater conneetlons to all types of heating apparatus using water••~ 
[32;M~ R, &. A, -~1 3301] . 

State, PJumb,fng, Code Rule 7., quoted above, applJe_s to anyone, Since a hot 
water tan~ Is, a. he~tln,9 .. appa,ratus us fog' water, an: oM .burner man h:re"'"' , 
qul,red to obta:ln a permit before the tank can be .fnst'al led •. 

· · The perm.it fee· ;Is $3.0O >[Rule 8 (a) State P.Htmbf,ng' Code].. A $2.00 flxt.ure 
fee :ts charged for each hot· water tank ·or tankles$ heater .Installed or :te"' 
located ln addf ffon to the permit fee. [See Rule 8 (b) and .(f) State 
P.lumbfng :code.;]. . · · ·· · . . · ' 
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