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Lt •.. Kenneth Wood.-

-... · June•· 28,· 1966 

Maine. --State ... J?-oJ.J.ce 

Jerome--s ~" Matµs,"-Assistant .. -- " ---Attorn~y General 

Interpretation of 29 M.R.S.A. § 2122, Paragraph 7. 

>?,ACTS: 

A dealer in motor vehiqles, who is also licensed to operate 
an _inspection station, is faeed with a suspension or revocation of the 
inspection station license. 

Under 29 M.R.S.A. § 2122, paragraph 5, a dealer is required to 
tnspect or re-inspect a vehicle 11 11eleased for operation" on the 
highway. 

QUESTION: 

In the event of loss of inspection priv:lleges, may a dealer be 
t.ssued a "blanket" permit covering an unlimited number of vehicle 
moves to an inspectton station or will each move require the 
tssuance of an individual permit? 

ANSWER; 

See OP?:N:tON. 

OPINION: 

29 M.R.s.A. § 2122, paragraph 7 provides as follows: 

''The Chief of the· State Poltce, a state police 
off:,t.eer or a state driver license examine,: may issue 
a permit to owners of motor vehicles which are not 
inspected to enable them to operate such vehicle 
to an inspection station for the purpose of comply
ing with this law. " 

There is no language in this quoted paragraJ;h limiting the type 
of permit, other than the requirement that a permit must be issued 
to owner$ of vehicles Which are not inspected to enable the owners 
to oi;e:ate SUQh vehicles to an inspection station for the purpose 
of comply:l.ng with inspection law., 
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) A blanket permit may be issued at the option of the Chief 

) 

of the State Polioe, a State Police offi~er or a State Driver 
License Examiner. lt is to be emphasized that the issuance of 
a permit is optional, and there is no t'equirement that a permit 
be issued .. The pe:rmit. may·be terminated at any time by the 
issuing official if there has been any abuse of the pltivilege 
granted to the permittee. 

P...n offidial issuing the pe:rtnit can pl.ace any ltmitations on the 
permit w.hi.ch he feels is in the interest of highway safety.. for 
example, lim1.t.atJ.ons may be·mad0 eonaerning the per.tod·of time 
for whieh a permit will be effective, the number of vehleles 
that·may '.be:ta.J<en to an .tnspectlon station within a given period 
of time, l.tnlitations conaernlng operation during daylight. hou~s 
only, l1nt!ltat.;1.ons, on routes to be used to ancl in the event the 
\ield,ols does· not pass inspection :f:itoin the tnspeq:tton· statd.ons, · 
limitations con<:!eltning ag-ents of the owner wh<>.may operate the 
vehicle, limitation on speeds at Which the vehicles may be 
opetated, etc., 

An· issui11.9 .offic.iial xnay de$lre initially t.<> issue 'a blanket· 
pel:'ll'lit and late;t alil a :tesult of un:fa'V'Ox-abl$ expeJttenoe may w1eh 
to place ltmitationa upon the permit o~ to terminate the petmit 
altogethe:.:, Th~ of£tcial. may }Pl:'operly foll.ow theee courees of 
aotion ti the.eireumst~nqes so wa~tant~ · 

'1er.ome '• Matus 
Assistant·· A tto:rney · Gene,ral 

JIM/eh 


