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- .......... __ ..... - ,>-,..<)--• 

, ....... ,\)iv? .. I 

--•r-• ...... ~ ••~- -May--20;~ 1966 

Secretary o:f··,state 

,....Attorney .. ~neral-------·~··· 

Necessity of a valid"driver's license to obtain temporary permit to 
operate a motorcycle. 

FACT81 

.. '!'he :following memo was received by this office f'rom the 
Office of the_ See:retary·o:e ·st.t\t:e_on May :1.2, 19661 

11 The queJ=1ttonhi:ts a'.iisen regarding this 
depa:rtmentrs pc;,ltcy of not..tseuing a 
tem.i;>oiary permit to operate a moto:r
pi_oyc:lE! unless the appltcant · is at least 
16- yeara;· o.f. _age. and _is_· the ·holder of a 
va'iid dr:tvu•s license. 'l'Q clarUy this 

_subject wo~ld yo\l render to me your op.tn:lon 
on the intent of the law as it J,a written tn 
,the li\:lst paragraph of 29· .lt«.R .. S.A. $ect;t.Qn $32 
which.states; 'Any person holding a valid' 

· dri Y'er • s 1-leense and who is at least 16 ye~u:;-s 
of age shall. be issued-a tE3mp6taryperm:l.t'for 
one year tq <>perate a moto:rcy<:le until he · 
passes h$.s :road test •. 'lbe fee :Eo:i;·the·road 
test shiall be .f 2. 00. , •• · 

As a result of a p~ior Qonvep$ation with the Deputy Secretary 
o:f State, l have rephrased the question fo;- interpretation. · 

QUEST?ONt 

May a person over· 16 years of age, Who does not hold a 
valid dr.tver'slicens~, issuecl by ·any jurisd:t;ation including the 
State of Maine, be ,t.ssued a temporary permit fo:i: one year to 
operate a motorcycle until he passes his ~oad test. 

No. 

OP INI'!:l 1 

·, _ _) On August 26, 1965, this office rendered an opin:l.on :relat-
ing to the subject provision of law. Specifically, the portion· 
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) of the Augu$t 26, l96S opinion !l~@we;r.ing question #8 held 
a valtd out .... of-state operator's license for a person at least 
16 years of age may be honored l:9r:purposes of obtaining a 
temporary per~it to operate a moto~cyole until the passage of 
a road test. 

W$ now hold that either a valid,out ... of:...stat:.ei op$ratcr•s 
ltcen$e or a ~alid State of Maine ppe~ator•s license ts a 
condit;l.on precedent to the obta:l.ninC.;J of a temporary petm1t 
to ope:ttate, ~ tp.Q:tOl,:'CyQlie 'l,lnttl the pp.ssage of ~ ~o~d teft. 
pro'1'ldecl the applicant is at. least l6years of age. A fa.tr 
reading of the la.at paragraph, of 29 M .. R.S,.A .. § ti32 permits no 
other rea$Onable ~nterp;i::~tation. 

Jerome s .. Matus 
Assist.ant.Attorney G$ne:ra.l 


