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John J. Flaherty., Esquire 
85 Exchange Street 
Portland, Maine 04lll 

Dear John: 

May 18., 1966 

This is in reply to your letter of May 17th to the Attor
ney General regarding fees of the Register of Probate. 

18 M.R.s.A. § 2511 provides that the salariea of the registers 
of probate shall be in tull compensation for the performance of all 
duties required of registers of probate. 18 M.R.s.A. § 203., re
quires the register of probate to cause public notice of the 
appointment of executors., etc,. These provisions, we feel, would 
bar the register from retaining, as additional compensation, 
excess moneys from overestimating the amount required foli publica
tion .of notices. It is out opinion that such tnoneys are not 
charges for the publication of notices within the meaning of 
30 M.R.s.A. § 21 and that $Uch exception to the paying of all 
charges and fees to the county treasurer applies only to those charges 
paid by the register to newspa}?elis for the notice pub,lica_tion. 

We -have previously so advised the state Auditor, but in more 
general language. 

very truly yours, 

Leon v. walker, Jr. 
Assistaht Attorney General 

\ LVWJr:H 
--~__; cc: state Auditor 


