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\ 
Kenneth M .. Curtis 

December 30, 1965 

Secretary of State 

Jerome s. Matus, Assistant Attorney General 

Operation of Motor Driven Snow Sleds on Public way■ 

l'AC'1'8& 

29 M.R.S.A. § 1, 15 defines a motor vehicle aa follow■: 

" • Motor Vehicle• .. ■hall uan any aelf'-pro-
pell•d llahicle not operated exclueively 
on track•, including· motorcycle■• 11 

pP,IS'l'IQI) 

xn·v1w of thi• definition, i• the~e present authority to 
hold .that motor◄riven •now •leda, such•• the Ski-doo can be 
prohibited from o»erating on pub11c waya? 

AQW.!B: 

See opinion. 

O,J:RJO!: 
. . 

1he definition cf motor ·veb1e1e would encompae1 motor• 
«riven encw •lecla., aiuch •• Ski•doc•, •• theaa •re aelt-z,ropelled 
vehicle■. 1J0t operated exoluaively on track■• It doe■ not foll.GW 
that moto:r-driven .-now aled'a., aucl\ •• Sld.-doos, may be operated 
\lpOn public ••Y•• 29 K.R.8.A. § 102 provide• in ~rt= 

••• *·* 
••o motor vahic.,le or trailer ■hall be oper
ated., or remain upon any way., . 11111••• the 
aame ia registered and equipped in. accordance 
with this title, • •·•• 
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snow-driven motor aledtl are manufactured in aaaorted aiaea 
and ahape• and with varying amount■ of power .. Nanufactur•r• aay 
place different equipaent upon thea. Jt ia eonceival>le that• 
anc,w-clriven 110tor aled llight' be ..-nufactQred and ecpipped ao •• 
to maot all t:he ~J.rementa of 29 M • .a·.a·.A. · until ••ch tiae, 
thla type of 110tor "8hicle •r be affect1 vely p.rohibi ted from 
a•• on State of Maine highway■• 

Many anow· elect• can be probil>it•4 from uae of public high• 
waya on the authority of 29 a.a.a .A. i J.2S3, wbicb provide■ in 
parts · · 

•11o peraon aball drlw a •tot" vehicle at 
euch a •low apae4 •• t:ca lapede :th• nonua1· 
ancS ·~aaona'ble movement of ·traffic, except 
when ndace4 Qeed i• neceeaary for ••f• 
op.ration or ui co■,pliano• with law. 11 

Othereaw •leda may be pxohi'bit.ed by .failing to meet the 
r•qain111anta of 29 .M.a.8 .a.. ~ 1071, •• amended by P. L. 1965, 
c:'. 46, § 1, whioh _pxo1ride•s · 

•av•ry Y8h1Qle, vhether ■tatlonary or 1n 
110t1Qn, on 11ny way or bridge ahall have attached 
to it a 119ht ,:,r light• 80 41aplaye4 •• to 
be vialble froa the .front and rear th•reof 
daring ·the period troa Is hoar after · nn••t 
to It hour 'bofon aunri••, an4 at any other 
time when. 4ue to .lnRfft.cient· light oi
unfavorabl• &tllOapheric conditioll•, Q.Gaecl 
by fa, 01: otheiwin. peraona and vehicle• on 
th• bl9bway ai-e not olearly d!.-mlble at 
a · di1tanc• of 500 feet ahead. 'fhl• section 
shall not -apply to any vehicle which ia cle·aigned 
·to be· pzo,elled by hand- nor to any vehicle · 
·not in mtion and parked or beaida a curb 
in • place and under coadi t:ion■ where there 
1• aufficient artificial light to 11Bke auch 
vehicle clearly viaible f:r:o~ a distance not 
1••• than 100 feat in Mch direction •. " 

:) 
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other ■ection• of 29 x.a~s.A, which could prohibit the a•• 
0£ ~now •led• anl••• the •now sleds w~re ■a equipped include 
§ 1072, which require• aqu~Jllll•nt for 41-1119 of headli9hta; 
■ec:tion 1362,· which p:rovid••• inter alia, : for parking brat••~ 
braJc•• adjueted to ato)) two Wheel brake vehiele• or 4 wheel 
brake vahie·l•a within certain diatanaea at certain apeeda and 
an adequate and Hitable· horn ·or other device• for •i9111lliD9J 
•ction 1364, which · nqai:rea aclequate rautfler■f ■ectio-n 1366, 
'tfhieh provic1•• in parti · · · 

•avery motor Yehi~ le and tractor on Wheel■ 
ahall he equined with lailpe and llghtll of 
•&i!ficient pc,wer •• ··•o · •aje•t:•• and· oper• 
ate4 •• to •~1• ll•· opeiratam to proqeed 
with .atety to himaelf· and to other uaer■ 
of the· ways un4er all ordlnary condition• 
of' hi9Jway ·and·weather. · 

••• * 

•avery ac:itD-r Yehicle and tractor on wbeela 
~ther t.han • aQtorc:,cla or 11101:or drlwn 
cycle, •i-11·have. 1D011ntecJ on the f~ilt 
thereof at leaat 2 hMdl ... • vi th at leaat 
one on each ·aic!e. ·• • •• 

and section 1369, which require• ••iety gl••• on·vindahield. 
There are other •tatatory pzov1aiou whiob ■lght dlaquallfy a 
•Mli •1•4 frota operl!lting on publiG .hig:tr,,aya. 

In view of th• foregoitl9,. it wou14 appear -tbat there i• 
more tban·•llfflcient -•tatutory authority to prohibit •now 
sleds•• they are now manut•e~urad and equipped on ltat• of 
Min• _pullc higbwaya. . 

JSN/all 
cc: Lawrence Stuart 

Captain staples 
Stanton s. Weed 

tl'erome s. H11.tua 
Aa~t Attomey General 


