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; July 19, 1968
Deoris Hayes, Supexviser, Coxp. Piv. State
George €. Weat, Deputy Attorney General
Consuners Co-operatives | |

Reference i made to your - 161'_ July 7, 1965,
it T LR ha

o 'J.'ha Secretary of Btate's office has received for :mrding
Monmouth Water Associstion which is 'defined as' a consumer: g
operative and said to be crganized under Title 13, Sections
-3901~1731; ‘Title 13, Section 1551 sets forth that “The same :
provision shall apply undex said general law to u-oehtim
organized under this subchapter in respect to the: first weeting
of the corporation, and as to fees payable to the State.” In
a discussion of the fee payable en this curporation; apparently:
the attorney felt that there womld be a fee on the capital., The
chartay documents list the authoriszed stock as 20 mlhip
shnru Muaﬂ at. 3300 par shu‘a CNMO) .

| 4 hu bcan tha policy e! t!m amota:y o! Hun . oﬂice |
to interpret the chapter governing consumar co-operatives as -~
requiring enly the $5 fee vhen a emf.ormd copy of the charter
is filed in the' etﬁce. :

W:

©: vihat & the pnpa!‘ fee for recording a consimer ¢o-operative
corpovation in the Secretary of State's office? -

ANBWER
' See Opinion for answer.
OPINION:

The statute relating to organization of consumer co-operatives

m&uu.:_mmm for the formation af an
association under this subchapter shall be drawn up and



v

Doxis Eayes w 2w July 19, 1965

W o u-ht.m mmud-undux'thiusuhehapw
1!& mmt. tn tha !iﬂt mt!.ng of the corporation, and
: 5 \ble he ftate, - (Bmphasis ours)

It ssems ohvious frou the above section and the emphasired
language tha¢ conmumer coeoperstive corporations ave to be organ~
l.md m pw the m faon as coxporations under the gcmm:t uw.

Altlmtgh nwm 180, subdsection 3, defines “member” as a
sieber in 8 nonshare associntion as well as a shaye association,
any references to members in stbsequent sectione seem to refer to
ahares baving a paxr value. See sections 1641, 1642, 1643, 1644, 1648,
1691, 1692, and 1731, Certainly the general temor of Chapter 85,
'Ly indicates that consumer so-operatives are mmnuhm
having capital steck.

The opinion of this office dated Decewber 29, 1948, is pot
_mitqnbh to consumer av~vperatives. That opinion rélated to
Chapter 294 Public Laws 1945, now 13 M.R.§.A., Chapter 85, sub-
chaptez XX. Seé section 1824 which in the last smentence sets forth
that the Secretary of State shall receive $3 for its fee, The same
pravision was in the wlvtnal sct and is the cne construed by the
above opinion.

K oke wactiian. TS WikGH !'P“.’-ﬂ!'x s $3 fee for ﬂlm an

We conclude that a consumer co-operxative has to have authyrized
eapital and pay the same f£iling fes as any stack corporation.

George C. West
Béputy Attorney General
GOWIR ‘



