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March 3, 1965
Ober €. Vaughan, Directorx Personnel
Geoxrge €. Weat, Depuky Attorney General

L. D. 978 ~ An Act Protecting the Right of Public Employees to
Join Labox Organisations

; You have, mwmof ‘March 4, 1965, asked or
raised several questions concerning the above Legislative
Dacument.

" 1. May a Btats employes presently join a labor organ-
uat.iom

: Yu. . Therae is, mthing in the Maine Constitution or
statutes that presently prohibitl a Stite employes from
becoxing a member of a labor organiuttan ‘of his own cholce.

2. Would the pruqnt. law and Personnel Butrd regulis=
tions cover a dismissal of an empl.mc because of Jeining &
laber organization?

Yes. Any mp:l.ma whn m ‘baen dismisned by his employ-
ing authority has a right of appeal to the reﬂﬂtmol Board.
A dismissal for any cause may be appealed.

Be nay a labor organlsation now present proposals rela-
tive to salaries and other conditions of emplaymnt on behalf
of State employees?

Yos. Employaes are free to have repressntatives of their
own choice presant salary proposals and other matters to the
employing authority, the Personnel Board or the Legisiature.

Hence, it would appear that L. D. 978 does not add any
new rights which stata employsas do not already haveé.

As far as State law is concerned, the same answers would
apply to employees of pelitical subdivisions, mopt that
matters relating to the Personnel Board would not apply. X
am not familiar with the provisions of all city charters, but
I am almost sure no city charter prohibits the jeining of
labor organizations.

Gaorge C. West
GCW:H Deputy Attorney Genetal
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