MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




This document is from the files of the Office of

the Maine Attorney General as transferred to

the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference
Library on January 19, 2022



»P

Pecesiber 31, 1564

-

Ronald T. Speers, Commissioner
Inland Fisheries and Game
‘Btate House

Auwgusta, Mzine

Bear Mr. Speexs:
I have your two questions which are as follows:

1. Is a "NO EUNTING" sign a legal sign; that is, can the
property ownexr prohibit humting or does this lie within the province
of the State?

2.'. Does the property owner have the right to lease or
sell hunting rights on his land, as such, or do such bunting
rights lie solely within the province of the State?

- In answer to guestion #l, please be advised that a
"NO HUNTING® sign. as such, has no legal yalldity. Historieally,
title to wild animals is not held by anyome. The xrights o
wild animals are possessed by the sovereign, which in this case
48 the State of Maine. 7Tt is the State, and the Btate solely,
that has the power to permit or prohibit hunting. It is, therxe-
fore, enly within the province of the State of Maine to post a
legal "NO BEUNTING” sign.

In answer to question #2, hmmting rights, as such, are
unknown to our law {Maine).  As stated in the answer to guestion
#1, the State has exclusive jurisdiction over wild animals.
merefore, there is no such thing as “hunting rights®.

It is possible for a landowner to prohibit trespassing
on his land, in which case he would very successfully prohibit
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hunting, but to put uwp & "NO HUNTING" 8ign by itself or to sell
*hunting rights” would not be the same as prohibjiting trespassing.

I trust that the above answers will suffice.

Very truly yours,

Wayne B. Hollingsworth
Assistant Attorney deneral

WBE/sh



