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August 26, 1964

Deen Eisher, Comaissioner, Departasnt of Health and Welfave .
Act: C, Owen Pollapd, Dirsctox, Division of Eye Cave and Special Services

Frank ¥. Davig, Assistant Attorney General.

Legal Interpretaion of Cextain Aspects of the Education Services to Visually
Handicapped and Blind Childyen,

!ECTQ! ; }w"y(h"

S qre, Division of Eya
Care and Special Services, has, under Chapter 23, Sectfon i), slways pald all
ecosts of blind children being seat by the Department of Health and Weifars to

Massachasetts School for the Biind, ﬁurtm. b - The Pivision of
Eye Care and Hpecial Services now nsks £ 1t has —- 11 Administrative
Units (mesning municipsifties, school divectsri, e%c.) for codfh of sams under
Chapter 41, Section 207-F. w

to Wniw which of the following
énd Welfere) or Chapter 41,

; ‘ iad childven to the above wud-
Mifr the Commisswioner of Health sad
e final approwal.

B. The said depertment and divis:
statutes, namsly: Chapter 2%, Section™3NN
Section 207-D (Education) govern ths send
of ~staty scheols for tie hunﬂ, and u to

/ fhe education of & blind child, as is
: #iild, wvhen the Deparvasnt of Heelth and
=% blind child ocutside of the Administrative

A, No.

B. Each Commfssioner (Heslth end Welfare and/or Education) has the right
under his own statute end oma does wot contrsl the other.
BDRIRION:

A. Chapter 25, Section 319 statas: , ., . "end the sums necessary for the
support and instructfon of such pupiis in such fnstitution, incloding all trevel-



Desn Fishcr, M.D,, Commisstiener, Depsciment of Heslth and Welfare

Attt G, Owen Pollard, Director, Division of Eye Cave and Speeisl Services
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ing expanses of such pupils attending such institution, shall b paid by the
akater’s . .

Thersfore, the Department of Hesith and Welfare camnot collect said costs
from eu Administrative Usit, '

B, Chapter 25, Section 319 shows that say parent or giardian may request
the Depavtment of Hesith and Welfare to ssnd a blind child |of ‘theirs, deemed a
fit subject for edugstion, for-a ferm not excesding tan yesrk; and theresfter
at the digcretion of the Commissioner of Health and Welfere| |to an out-of-state
schopl for the blind. This s not subject to approval by the |Cos
ucation.

Chapter 41, Secticn 207-D shows that ti€ <Somdy Liyeation may ap-

cluding specisl cut-of-state schools foy ')

all othey children whe do not amake spat i
Commiasioney of Health and Velfare. Uexix
in casas 1ike this do not need the approve
WUnlfarxe.

: _'5 shoun above, through the
of fhe Commissioner of Education
‘e Commdssioner of Heaith and
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