
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



This document is from the files of the Office of 

the Maine Attorney General as transferred to 

the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference 

Library on January 19, 2022 



.Ruth A. Ba&eltcm, State Librarian 

George c. weet, Deputy 

Aavuat 1, 1964 

._ Library 

. Attorney General 

Sut• Librarian•a -Right -to Receiva. redaral l'Wlda Under 
Library sen.le•• uad conatruction Act. 

. '• 

,· . . 
Congr••• hu enacted a ~ran,. se~i~• and Ccm■t.ruction Ac:~ 

by ~ch.mney paid to the l'ader.al ~~1;·:i,y ... tupayera· i• 
ava1lal»l• to t.h• ·•ta~•• for •••l•tanc• to local· liliraita. !'he 
&et .u. cliri~ ia~ two part,.. lJ,b~~ •~ic•• and Ubr:ary ·con­
•uuct~. . ~• pxiol>J• ••• ~ c~ncie;ni . ,:he •t•t.• ·• •· elifibili qr 
for ~•~ctioa tunda. · 

QOBS'fIOII: 

1>o• the state•- LiJ,rari• have 1;11• authority to recai•• and 
aclmintatar ~• federal grant fotf th• pt1rpoae oi·con•tructinv 
public 111:tr~ fac~~lt.itNa? 

AIISWBRi 

YN. 

CJHUOJls 

R. S. 1954, C, 41, f U., lildt.s the direct au~rity of the 
State Librarian. to rec:et.ve an4 ..... inuter feda1:al .grant.a to promote 
lib1:ary aez:vices. Xt do•• not ·authori•• rece1p1: ·~f ■».ch.grant• 
for library 0011111:.J:UcU-on. · · 

However, our general ■tatut•, a.s. 1954, c. 11, § 15., authorise• 
t:he Governor with the advice and conaant of t.h• COUncil t:o "'author­
ize and direct departaent:a and aganciu of ·th• •tatie• to a■■Wll9 
dutie• :nec•aary to cars::, out 1:h• purpo••• of federal act• granting 
fund8 to t.h•·•tate. 

fli• Governor -with the advice and cona•t of the Council can 
d•ignate the state Libi-arian a• th• qency to receive and rewulate 
the federal granta for public library conatruction. 



'' 

~~th A. Ba&elton Au9Uat. 7, 1964 
I, , . , 

QUBS1'lOIJ l 

. Would a local library appeal~g a c!ec:d.a.t.on of t:be Sta'te-
Librarian have recoul'•• to the coun• of th• ■tat•? 

USWBR1 

••• oplnion·balow. 

OPJlUOlia 

ftewe·J.ti no·at.a.tu~ giving tht• right t:o· any peraon·•o anrievad; 
under a.f.alla:r: · clrcnu18t.ance• ... · It. la pol■ible that. the court would 
allow ari appeal'in•tha ttona·of an ~:r:ctlnas:y writ ■ucth u ce:r:­
tlorari. ·aowmr, I cannot •t.•~ po1J.t.1vely that a local library 
would have ~•• to the court.a. · · 

ODBS~IOBa 

DoM the au.te law refl\l1Z'• that. ownu■bip of a public libra~ 
be ·1n the na,nieipal.t.ty? 

USWIR2. 

Jlo. 

OPIUOl'1 

a. s. 1954, e. 42, i 34, provi&1a1 

"Any town or cit:y in Vhioh tai•r• ia a ·11bruy­
owned oa: c:onj;rollecl.by • corporation or aa-,:,aiatlon 
·or by_ tnet.•• may . levy and •••••• a tax· .ani ~• 
appropriation t:h•~•~ a$'1Ually1:o pncur• froa 
•uch ll'bJ:ary the ~r• •• of 1.1:11 boob for •~1 the 
lnhabit.aata of idle 1:oWD or'city~ uoar •uab r••vtc:t.lon• 
uct · 1:eplai:iou a, •hall J.UUre the ••f•ty an4 9004 · 
u•av• of the boolal a and auch liltt'ary •hall tban be eon• 
a:l4ere4 a frn pul,1ic 1illraz:y wi.t:hin the meaning of! 
thJ.• chaptu ancl aaic! town o:r cicy aball :be antitlac! 
to the benefits of t.ha prace4lnt ··■ectian." 

fbua, a lib1:ary cont.rolled by a corporation or uaoe1at1on may 
be a·:eree public 111>:r:ary under the condition• outllnec!l above. 

George c. Weat: 
GCW:B Deputy Attorney Gen•ral 


