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August 6, 1964 

Traffic Division - B.M.V.I. 

George c. West, Deputy Attorney General 

l'AC'J.'S; 

aaaponail>ility of Dealer £or Jnapaction of Motor Vehicle 
Bold by Him 

A dealer :ln motor vehicle•- ••lla a vehicle a• i• and whue is. 
l'he vehicle bfiara no current tnapaotlon •ticker .. lfo temporary 

·10-day plate~-- iaaue4 by th• dealer. · 

QOZS'l'lOB s 

If a vehicle 1•_ &old to a privat,a party~ a claaler on an 
••• i•, whe:te ia" baaia, 111a•t the dealer lnapect the -vehicle and. 
l••u• a t.amporary plaq? · · 

UIWBB.i 

See opinion. 

onmm: 

'lba:r:a la no pxov1e;l.on of th• law lll&kin.9 it llUIDclato:y tb•t a 
dealer l■aue taapor.xy pl•~••-when he sell• a motor ve~icle. see 
chapur 22, aection 31-A. ?t th• dealer doe• at.tach temporary plat.es 
to a motor vehicle •o1cl 1ly him, it la evidence that the·vehicle waa 
•t:o be released for operation upon the highway.• fida would be true 
whether ■old •as :la, where 1•" or with a warranty. ln auch a cue· 
the dealer nmat lnapect. the J10i:or vehicle and pQt a •ticker upon it.. 

· The probl- art••• when the vehicle i• aold "•• 1■, Where ia" 
and the dealer doe■ not attach temporary platea. The pu.rchuaar then 
rGgiater■ the 1110to2: vehicle· and dri.._.-.. it away vi~t Lt being 
inspect.ad.· fte parchder aay be-arrested for operating an uninapec.ted 
110tor vehicle. e. 15; § 13-A. · 

'l'he qu•tion then ari••• as to whether the dealer aold the motor 
vehicle "to be releued for operation upon the highways" without 
in■pecting it. I _ cannot find any provision of the at.atutes which 
recauirea a dealer to inapect and place an inapection •ticker on 
every motor vehicle aolcl by him to a private party. It. i• only· 



Augut. ,, l.964 

wb• the 4•1• ••U• a IIIOUJr Nb.Lele "to be relaa■ed for operns.on· 
ui,on th• hiCJ)nray~ 1:ha~ ·tbe 4-lc ha• a da'ty to inapect lt an4 _p1ac• 
a proper · •tidt• ca it. · 

l belin• t.ha1: • ·iwations •Y ari•• ~ • 4-aier 1a 110-t 
r•poJUl.il,l•·fo1r !aJ.lbf to bapct a aotor vehicl• b.e haa 10ld to 
a -p¥-iva~ l)a"f • l'b.e :~c:;usu· uy i:.,: .. mt. 1:hat he i• 90i.n9 to 
g•t a t.nck to kul di• ·9eldcle ••J' 1:o a pt.ace •-- Ge ·~•r 
will,. oa· bi• .own.,-_... npa.Lra and. get; t1le ~cle in con41Uon t.o · 
,-.. inapectil>n·. . --~--- of do!Ji9 W., . he Atiat.n t1- VehicJ.• 
and, ~ -·to ·tlle· 4~u,: ·clrins: the wreck off aa la picW -.P• 
bclar euob ci=--tancM Z ouao\\ beliw• ~ 4••~ _ 1., .,..pouil>le. 
Be bu aiot •old the a>tol' veldele •t:q ._ rel•liffd to.- optan~lon 
~pois 1:h4t hlfhway.• .. -·' , . 

.. 

. CleoJ:9•: c .... t. 

acw,a 
Depllt.y Atto~ey ·General 


