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·~chard z. Reed, Bx~utive Sac. 
,·, 

Leon V·. walku, Jr., Aaai■tant 

Sardine 'fax 

PACTS: 

August 5, 1964 

Maine sarcU.ne council 

Attorney General 

Stinaon Canning co. apparently 1nten4a to test the conati• 
tutioultty of the Kaina SaJ:dine 'lax Law. You have •'keel for 
an opinion on · nine que■tiona. •• cannot at thi■ ti• answer 

, CJll••tiona. 1 through 6, nor queation t. · 

QlJBSl'lOII 7: 

Pend1nv 41•po•ition ot a court action, ~•t ■houl4 the 
Council do about. iu current prog-rmu.ancl act.ivittea foz:.which 
funde ha'V'e been l:R14tet:ed and c01111itment• ma4e'I 

AllrSWU.s 

Continue buain••• •• u■ual. 
QUBSUOlf 8: 

I• it ~m.i1.••tble for th9 Council ta u■•. any of the tax 
paid J,y canner■ ■ub9equent to the date on which the law 1• 
challen9ecl for it■ p.-ocgrama and act.ivltiu? 

USWBR: 

. Y••• 
OHBJOII: 

A law i■ pre■umed valid until ■uch ti.a•• it. i■ declared 
otherwiae. '!berefore., the Council ahould continue iu normal 
act:.f.vitie■·, wan . after action is brought to have the tax de­
clared invalid, until ■uch time· a■ collection of tha tax should 
be enjoined or until such time a■ the Law Court ahould declare 
the tax unconatitut,t.onal. 

Leon v. walker, 3r. 
Aa■i■tant Attomey General 

LVWJr:H 


