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- . July- 30, 1964
Eenneth Bodgdon o Inland Fish and Game

leon V, Walker, Jr., Assistant Attornay Gendrsl
0ld Parm Pond $n Howland

You alresady have a histery of this pond, ms related by Bdmund
Nadeau of west Enfield., Yesterday Richard Parke and I axamined the
records at the Pencbscot Registry of Deeds and the tax records of the
Town of Howland, mu«matwmaammuuumm
such a8 would be done when purdhase of land is contenplated;, but we
did exsmine all déeds of the land invelved and developed the followe-

ing Hetory:

. the first conveyanes is a wexranty deed from the Commonwenltih
of Massachusetis o Willism Hamaett of some 28,000 seves of land,
Mmmswummmwoemm This dosd wan
datad December 39, 1829, and recoxded in Book 21, page 497. From
a comparison of the deseription with a plan vecorded in Plan Book .1,
the pond was definitely within the boundaiies of the land conveyed.
By virtue of the Colanial Ordinance of 1641-47, however, title to
the pend did not phes to Huwmett, uhol.ngnmuhn«le ws.tum
the tract passed to William ¢, Hammett, apparently by inheritance.
Hammett conveyed the 1200 acre pareel with which we are concerned
to Spraguse Adams and Japes Adams, by deed dated November 9, 1870,
recorded in Book 405, page 363, The following desds give the sub-
sequent chain of titley

Adams to Andrew B, Nickerseén, m 3, 1902,
- Book 716, pags 374.

Hickerson to the Great Nerthern Paint, Chemical
and Mamufacturing Co., November 21, 1904,
Book 7485, page 425,

The naxt deads are tax liens against one Margaret Tyler., Without
furthér investigation, vhich is deemed unnecessary, it is not
known by what means she gained title, if indeed she aid have
titlae. These liens are:

1. April 22, 1939, Bock 1147, page 123,

2, April 8, 194)1, Bock 1163, page 438.
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It 48 interesting to note that thesse liens call for 120 acres of
land, not 1200 acres. The Town of mwl.aud then guitclaimed the

1200 acres to Ruth Harrington by deed dated August 1, 1942, Book
1184, page 133, mmmnnmmhzmmmmw
Enos W, Sawyer, August 4, 1943, Book 1138, page 388, The rest of the
title history appesars in the excerpt from a gquit~claim deed fxom
Bastern Trust and Banking o, to Charles J. Webber and G. Plepce
MI:h:lrﬂt 26, 1956. Bouk 1537, page 238, uhidt axcerpt is Iin
youyx »

In view of the discrepancy in acresge between the tax liens and
the guitelain to Harrington, it 4s doubtful thai the latter deed
conveyed good title. This is of »d moment, however. All early plans
and maps show the pond in guestion, which was then called Little
Sebooin Pond, to be a Great Pond, Mo acts of the owner of the
iand survounding the pond c¢ould have divested the State of its
title to the bottom of the pond, = It is my Opinion, thersfore,
that your Department may legally restore the pond to its former
status by plugging the artificial outlet,

Leon V. Walkex, Jr,
Assistant Attorney Genexral
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