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St~en D. Shaw. Admini'strativa Aa•t. 

3-uly 14, 1964 

:sxecut:ive 

~rge c. west., Deputy Attomey General 

Bnact:ment of a Bond Is,ue by Bllergency Lagialatio~ 

FACTS: 

Membera-of the legislature desire to preaent a resolve 
calling for a bond issue to. rai.ae money for grants to municipal­
ities fo~ water pollution control. There ta available a large 
•• of ~yers • money from the Pec!ual Governmentr. · if stat.e 
.matching fUn&a ue available before December 31. A special 
session of· th• ·legislature is presently planned for September. 
J:'t is cont:•p·i.•t•d t:liat such a resolve w111 ba pi: .. entad ('and 
posa~bly approved) if it can be preaent.ed to the peopie for 
rat:ifioa'tion •~ the genu-al election u BOTeaa'ber. lt will be 
necessary to ~act auah a resolve by emergency lacJU1a1d.on. 

QUBS'fIOII: 

Kay a bond iaaue be enacted by eaergency legislation aa 
provided by Art.Lele IV, Part 'fhir4, Sect.ion 16.' 

AIITSWBR1 

Yea. 

·oPINIONz 

'l"he Maine-Constitution Article XXi Section 14, provides that 
"• •• whenever two-thir48 of both bousea shall 

~•• :Lt: necessary, by p,:oper enactment ratified by a 
majority of the_ eleetors voting thereon at a general 
or special election, the legialature may authorize the 
iesuanca of -bond• on behalf of the state at auoh times 
and 1n such amounts and for such purposes•• approved 
by auch action; . " · 

'l'hua, a bond issue mu•t be submitted to the electorate a.t a 
general or special election when both-houses "by proper enac;tment 11 

approve it. 
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Article xv •. Part Third,. Section 16. pX'OVidea. 'that acts or 
joint reaolutiona of 1:ha legialatw:• become effec~ive 90 clay• 
aftei- recess oft.he lagiala~ure. However; prcn,ia1on 1a made £02: 
amexgenay i~ial.ation t.o become effective u clirectec'l. There are 
three exception• for which no emergency legi•lation may be enacted.. 
Thoae are, 

" •• ·• (1) an inf&'1ngement. of the rigbt of bolR8 
rule fol" 11UDicipal.ltie•, (2) a fnnchi•• or a. liceraa• 
'to ._co,;poraticn or an indiYidual to-extend longu-than 
oz,e year .. or (3) .provision for the·aale o~·purc:hue:or 
l'$1Un.g for men:• than five yean· of real estate.• 

'!he bon~ u■ue here co7jwmplat:ed do•• l'SOt come within any of 
t:ba .xcept:iona to emergeney leci1•1ation. IJ.'hua a bone! i••u•• by 
prope2r eac~t., may be macl• a aubjec't of· emergt111cy legialation. 

Qeoqa c. Weet 
Deputy At.tomey General 


