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Austin a. Wi.lkin•• COlllllli••iener 

George c. Weat:, .Deputy_ 

May 22., 1964 

l'ore•t Service 

Atuomey General 

Chief For .. t. •ire Warden• - •••• in Criatnal cue• 

rAc:Dh 

Chief fiN wa•na are hired by t:h• State at pay eatab1ia~ 
by Ca :rora•t eom.mi••J.oner and apprQVa4 by tba .. Govenor and-l»\mcil. 
Aiaong tzhe dut.i•• an·1nvutigat,ing- cauau of ~••t fir••- enforc-· 
_lng all lawaa %elatin9 to.fo~uu anc1 foreat p:r:uenatioai, arr••t. · 
all. viola•.-• aa4 ,n•-,uta all of'fan•••.. ·fbey are g-ivan pow•• 
of •hu1ff to ••n• criminal i>roc:••••• in . ·•uch ou• azu! allevec.\ 
th• aanua f••• 
QUBSTXOII BO. la 

Whai; , ... are· app11caltle 1'o !Otieat fu:e wucteu? 

AJIISWD ~ .. 1: 

OPIIIIOB: 

-Th• queatt_ion ta raie.ed· by t.he proviai..ou· .of a.ri■ed Stat:ut• 
: cbapt.e.- 36., •ec~lon · 103, wh•~ein it ••J'II in part: 

"Be •hall invuttigat.a and 9ath•r evid.e.nce regardin~r' 
t.he cau•ee of .. fo~t. fire•:, tmfo.rc• all law, relating to 
fore•t• and fora•'t prU.ervat.lon., an•tall violat.on 
thereof; prosecute all offen•• w,ainat the aame, and 1Ji 
thia conneai:1on •hall have the aame powu to eerve =1min•1 
proc.•••• ataln•t •ttch o.ffander• and shall be allowed the 
_aame fee· a• a allerlff or h.t,li deputy .foJr like service•, and 
aba.11 have a.ad an:1oy the aaae rig-ht a■ a sheriff to require 
aid in execut:ing the clutiiea of hia office•" 

The feea applicable are among ~boae lilted in R.S. c. 89, 
.§ 150., aa amended. fte feea applicable here are for eaning 
criminal proc•••·•• and, wh•~ proper., 1erving ail witneaa in pro•
ecution of fore•t:ry often••·· 



Au•t1n a. Wil.Jd.u, Cormd.••ion•r · May' 22 ,. 1964 

Generally, t.be applicable feaa would. be tboae set foi-th 1n 
eec-tion 150, •ubeection• XIX -4 xxv. An al~ appols,.ted 'by the 
warden would be paicl · aa •ta~ in aubliecd.qn XI%%. Aetua11f• · 'the 
coui-ta know tha achedule off"• allowec! ~••~he f- an put 
on the offlcer'• return an4 1Ut of cc,au t.ha war,:un cam aak tha 
clerk the propec amount to record., 

. QUBS'l'I011 l!tO • 2 I 

Doe• ~be f•e acc::r:ue t:o ·tu individual warden or to the Kaine 
Pore•try District? · · 

.uunma No. 2 s 

To the Maine rocaauy Di■u:ict. 

onmos: 

The ealary •tabliehed by the l'O._t Comid.••'®• an4 approved 
by the_ Council· ta ~t;ended to cover all won perfoaed by fonet: · 
warctane.· lfhey would~ be entitled to addit;1onal cOllpeQaUon 1n 
t::b• totm of :eeea ~r work fo~ which they ue •~ CQ11p4N1aated. 

GCWtB 

CJeorc,e c. Wellt 
Deputy At~ey Gen.•ral 

"1/ 


