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Soil.Conservation committee 

Attorney General. 

Allocation of Appropriations to Diatricta 

PACTS: 

'.rhe 101st Legislature revised the Soil Conservation law_by 
enacting chapte~ 401 to which was attached an appropriation for 
each fiscal year of the biennium. The·appropriation ls set up in 
three categories as are all appropriations. 'l'he State Soil eon
ae:r:vation Colma.t.ttee would 11,ke to make grants to the Districts 
instead of paying.the bill• at the $tate level. Xt ia understood 
that the grants to the Districts are in the 11All other" category. 

OtJBS-i:tom BO. l. ; 

Ia it possible to ma1ce grants to aotl·conservati~n districts 
under present State lawa? 

USWBR i Yee. 

OPJITlOK1 

Revised Statutes 1954, chapter 341 .section 10., reads as follows: 

.. I. Committee to districts. tJnlesa otherwise pro• 
vided by law, moneys whl_ch may be under the control ~f the 
at.ate committee in the Soil conservation Districts Fu.nd, 
or in any other account, shall be allocated by the State 
Soil Conservation Co:mmit.tee amopg t'he districts already 
organized-or to be e>rganized., in accordance with the pro
cedure apecified !.n eu'baecti~ II. All moneya allocated 
to any district by th• said comittee shall be available 
to the supervisor• of such district. for all administrat.ive 
and other expenses of the district under this chapter. 

"II. Budget and allocations. Allocations. to soil 
conservation diatricta shall be made on the basis of a 
·budget submit.tad by each district to the state com:nittee 
by Pebrua.ry lat of each year. In making such allocations 
of such moneys, ·the committee shall ret.ain an amount esti
mated by it to be adequate to- enable it to make aubaequen't 
allocations in accordance with this section from time to 
time among n~ly organized districts~'' 



Charles i.. Bootlmy May 8_. 1964 . 

?t ie obvious from 'tbia provieiou of tbe statute• that the · 
app~opriation is to be d1videc! amc,ng the di.trict,. Whether t)le 
aot"1al spending and a.ccountt.ng La acme at the district level.ls 
i1am.flt.eria1 a• long ae the proper aafeguarda ~ eatabli•bad. 'this 
1s pa:i:ely .an adminia·tratJ.ve c!eciaton 1:o be made by the etat.e 
comd.tt.ee a• 1:.here i• no legal x-.aaon to pzevent. it:. 

QUBSTIOIT lltO. 21 

Would t.be unspent. balance of W•· · grant have to be returned 
to the B~ate at the ertd of the fiaca1 year? 

»nlWIR t Yea.-

. Attention 1• ~allec! to· Prive~• and speci~l Lws 1963~ chapter 
lBS. 'l'hia chapter in the t.entta paragJ."apb thereof p,:ovidea for the 
lapsing of all unenc~ed ba1anc••• except: tho•• that CU"ry foz.
wu4 u provi&ld. by law. :Et al•o lncor:porata• cba~r 15-A,- aection 
201 by referee•. 

'l'he t:.welfth paara~apb. atai:$81 

· "lt 1• in~ed that 1:he lu;uage ih thLa aection 
shall apply to a.11 otber appropriation meuuree enac~ed 
by the Legia lature. •. 

It ehoul~ al•o be noted t.hat chapter "34• eection 11. which.bad 
a provi•ion by.which aoil conservati.Qn fund.a di4 not lap,e bu't w.re 
continuing aecoun~• ·waa repealed by hblic Lawa_l96J. · cha.pter 401. 
section a. · 

Therefore. it follows that any unapen~ or unencu,mbered balances 
remaining at the end of a fi1ca..1 year lapse into the Unappropr1ated 
SUrplu• ac;cOUDt. 
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