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-
Jo;s,~ph A. J,. Fly11n, Direc::to:!!' of 

State Fire Prevent.ion 
J-ei:r-orne:: s. Ma,ttu:?: # Ar;-;$ :!.!zl ta:rrt · 

April 16, 1964 

The DJ.recto~ Qf State Fire PreventiOii baa requested an inter­
pretation of a. s .. 1954 c'! 97, §4·1-A. i.tbe section relates to the 
requ:tr~ts and procedure for obtaining a aonst.-ru.ati.oii perm-it. from 
tha Insurance Cownissioner for public and other spectf1e4 buildings. 
Tha seQ)nd last. sentence of the sect.if.14 re.ads, "A request for a perml'I:. 
$hall be accompanied by a true copy of the plal.M and speci£1cation$ for 
such constru.ct.icn'"l. or reconstruct.ton .. u 

What 1s the le.ga~ interpr,.at.ion cf ••a true copy of thv plane 
and speeificaUon:s for such construction or reconstructi<.ui? 0 

,See opinion for answer:. 

A true copy is a complete and accurate copy of an orig.11-ial. 
The words "tru~ copy0 ~rts an entire copy, l!:ltJ:er v .. Q!r!ei1, 7 Ark. 
369., 372.. 'l'herefore, an a-ccurata copy of a portion of the plans and 
specifications would not. . be a true copy. 

Plans and speei:f1aatwns purpor'cing to be a true COP".i rnuet · ~ 
sufficiently aut.11.et'lticatad. Tb.is is act."OiAPl1s11ed by ain attestati(!)n. 
lbe attestation shoUld be on tbe plans and speeif.1eat.iens; and shou.ld 
be of· ·the follow·:1119 nature: 

;}I,◊ 

.aowev·.er, the-r-e is no set formulae for attestation. 'Xi'le subsequent 
,phraaes woul.d all QOtftply1 "full, true and. complete copy," .. true and 
correct <..'"Opy, w 0 ·!:rue, pe1.•fect. and complete copy. 0 It bas been held that 
a eertificat~ re~ding 11a copy. Attest" implie_s ·that ·the &cument authenti­
cated is a "true copy. 11 S<?mm9!!wealth v .. Qyiglex, 48 N.E. 782, '183t 170 Mas.s. 
14 .. 
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'the word "attest" has. been defined as follows, ('To bear witness to; 
to bear witness to a fact, 1:0 af~ixpl P' .. ~~.t:t:ue or gepµ1n.§i ...... n 
Black taw D1ctionary, 4 I!:d .. p. 162 (emphasis added). 

In the context pf R. a .. 1954, e. 97, § 47-A, the attestation 
must. be by an individual Who prepared the original plans and spedfi­
®ttons, or by someone who, because of his training and/or background, 
could properly affirm that a copy was J.n fact. complete and accurate in 
every detail. 

Jerome s. Matus 
Assistant Attorney General 


