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Governoa:- John H. lleed 

George c. we•t, Deputy 

Ag»:il 13, 1~64 tt-P 

Bxecut.t.v• 

A,torney General 

Maine Mari'tlma Aaac!emy ... Quo%Wll, Bo~d of Truateea 

PACR1 

· Recently. seven of the t.w•lva tru•t•~. of th•· Maine Maritime 
Academy reaiignad. flier• are ncr., five 1'ruilt.eea u office • 

. ~TIQIR: 
: . ,··: .. : 

· .May the remaining five tru•taea act.~ffic1a11y aa a board of 
trust.au? 

ANSWER: NQ. 

OPINXON1 

Private & Special ~w 1941, ch. 37.,. § 1, (amended P.&S. 1949., 
ch. 39) provid• in partr 

· "Th• affairs of the •chOol shall be cont"-:ll•d by 
! boAfd of 12 truat;eeli, • • • .• Any vac·l!Utey :Ln t.ha 
board shall be filled , ·• • , but. thl pjority of :th• board 
•hall c:a:r:ry on buaine■a du~ing the ~•~enc• of any vacancy 
on the board.." · (Bmpbaaia auppli.~4.) 

l'ba Court· in Opinion of the Ju■ticea, 70 .Malne • 563., aaid& 

0 lf the body don■iat,a of twelve councilmen., eeval) 
is the laut numbe• ·tba~ can conatitut~· a valld meftt.lng,·. 
though ~ur of the •even may act, - tha~ is, a·ujority 
of ·the whole xnu•t be present to eonatitut.e ·• legal quorum,\ 
but a majority qf th• quorum may act, - and ■o far u we 
are awue, the law 1• •o aut.ed.· :Ln aubatance by all ancient. 
and modem authorities. 

It. follow• from the provision of the charter,· and the la'11 aa 
stated by ou~ court; t.hat five t.rusteu do not constitute a legal 
quorum of. the board of trustees.. They cannot hold a l.egal meeting 
or tranaaat Academy buaine••· 

OCW:H 
George C. West 

Deputy Attorney General 


