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March 30, 1964
Maynard P. Maxsh, Chief Waxden Inland Pisheries & Game
George €. West, Deputy. Attorney Gensral

Pafinition of Trolling

FACTS

The 101st Legislaturs authorized the Commissioner of Inland
Fisheries and Game to issue a vegulatien rastricting £ishing in -
Howard Pond "o Ely Eishing and trolling only." Remolvas 1963,
ch. 62. fThe Cormissioner has issued such aregulatien,
QUESTION ¢

Does the word "trulling® mean from a boat enly?
ANBWER:

m-‘
QFINION ¢

. There is no statute defining the word "trolling." Thare are
no cases in the state defining the word. -

The New Standard Dictisnary, 1941 Edition, defines trolling in
the follewing language: '

“The netliod or act of £ishing by dragging a hook
and line, as bshind a boat, keeping it near the surface;
spinning: usually jsplying the use of spoonebait or
some form of spinning-tackle, with or without the addi-
tion of a live lure, as a minnow or f£rog."'

Waebster's New zntemuenﬂ' Dictionary, Second Edition 1941,
defines "trolling" asy .

"An act of one who trolls; specif., fishing with a troll.”
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It then defines a "troll™ asy
"3, A reel used on a fishing rod, Now iare.

“4. The lure, as & spoon, used in trolling; alsc the
line with its Iuve and hook, used in trolling.*

The verd "troll" is defined as:

“$. To angle Sor with a troiling line, or with a m
drawn along the water) hemce, to allure; entice .°

Intransitive

"4.‘ Ta £ish, umhydawmmhookdmwnxm
mm«. as with & lony line Behind & muving beat.

From these mmﬂ.ng definitions the act of trolling is not

Mn-m1y required £o bs done fxom a beat, whather meving oy

stationary. It may be done from the shore; s bridge; a dam ox. any

other place from which a line may be drawh or dragged throughtthe
watiarx.

Ses Resolves 1957, ch. 89, re use of live bait,
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