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STATE OF MAINE 
Inter-Departmental Memorandum Date February 21 , l 96t.6 

lb Em.eat H.· Johnson, State Ta,x Asaeaao:i:· Dept.Bureau of Taxat·ion 

From Ralph W. Parri•, · Asst, Attorney General!ePt. __ ,. __ ,_, --'--'--'-- - - ---

S~ct Motor Vehicle Excise Tax /]A 
l'~-

Year -...read• of l'•bru.1'7 20, 116,«., Nc•i••4 •••king aclri.ee 
•• to tu f.aterpretattea of. tlut uoi•• tu: law on 110ter vehicL•• 
IID&ler Ollapter ,01, P,. L. ltJ9 wldcb provide• tbat "Tba ux:haa 
tax ou · .-4 dter the ••veau 7ur of MU1 for a ,a•••111er 
v•hicl.•• inc1.Uq a ... called atat:Loa -coa, bu.i ut: a bu, •ball 
be $1.S." 

YR atat• tut a quation b&9 now aria-.n •• to wbetu.- a lie.er•• or 
ambulance 1• to N cen1iclered a pa•••nger vehicle, aujeot to the 
aaxilma taa of $1$ or wl\etb.er ••• • vellicle 1• to i.e oouu.ncl a 
••~•enpr veb.l.cl• wi~k u -.ta. applioal>le tax,. ad "'9• thi• 
q\leation ye• .-.quit aclvi••· 

In our opinion a llll1nllanee i• a v•ldcl.e for tbe C61\Te7anoe·ot the 
aiok Ad 1111111ele4; and a_ hear" 1• a ••hicle for ce11ve1in1 the dead 
to tu grave. and thoy •boald -,t t,e claaaed l&Dder the ~viaiou 
ef Cbapter JOI, P.L. 1959 •• paaaen1er veldolea, ill. •iw of tu 
fact that• bq i• aot ineluded la the maxilla •xci•• tax 011 
paaaeqer vahicl••• 

1\Wl":epd 



STA TE OF MAINE 
l_nter-Departtnental Memorandum nattf.ebruary 20 , 1964 

ToRIJ..lph W. Farris , Asst. Attorney General Dept. Bureau of Taxation 

FromEmest H. J'ohnson , State Tax Ass~sso~ : Dept. _ _ " _· __ ,_, ___ ,_, _ _ _ _ _ _ 

~ul,jea Motor Vehicle Excise Tax 

,rior.-to 1959 the M~tor Vehicle lxci1e Tax Lav provided for a _ 
IJUIXimUIII exci•• tax·of $10 "ia rea,-ct 1:0 non.comercial vehiol•• 
on and . after th•· ·NYell th year of a moclel ~ '' 

C1-&pter 308 of the Public Law• el .1959 revi•e4 -the aotor Tebicle 
exci•• tu law a,ta11.1ivel7. _The pr.eviaion in queation ·••• changed 
m r•a4 '-Thi raaxiawa t~ on a&l4 after tlla Nveuth year of ao4el 
for a paa•enger vehicle, tncludi11g a •o-ca11ecl ata·tiou npii, but 
not a bu•• •ball _ be $1.S." · · 

A qu•tion hAa now ari.ae11 •• to whether a lMUt~•• or aabulaace i•· 
to be coaaidereci a paa,eng•~ veJdcle·• aubject to tile -.xianm tax 
ot $15.; or wbetl'Mr auch • veh:1cl• la to be c~idered . a 11011.paaaenger 
Yehicl• . wi tll no uxia1S applicable. tax. · 

Will yo• pleaae actvi••· 


