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July 29, 1963
Honorable Paul A, MacDonald Becretary of State
George ¢, West, Deputy Attorney General
Reglstration of fraternal organisations jewels and emblems.

ZALZ8:

A wellw-known and nationally recognized fxatexnal oxganization
has requested your office to register its insignia and regalia.
The organisation believes sush yegistration may be possible under
R, B, 1954, chaptey 54, sections 13 to 16 inglusive.

QUESTION)
' %8s there many provision in the law for the registration of
the insignis and regeliis of fraternal oxganizations?

ANBTER:
Hou

SRENECH:

There are only twe statutes whi&h'ﬁighﬁ possibly allew
such registration; One is thapter 182, Tesde Marke and Trade
Hames, The second is chapter 54, sections 13 to 16 inclusive,

A reuding of chapter 182 clearly indi¢ates that this chapter .
spplies molely to articles manufactured and sold by somsone, It
is & matter of protection of the mukexr of the article. Hence it
is not applicihie to the insignia or zegalia of a fraternal
organization.

. ¢hapter 54, section 13, protects the name of a "hanmlent,
nmane, fraternal or charitable srganiwation ineozpaum undex
the laws of this state, or any other state, or of the thhited .
gStates, etce." The obvious mesning being that the organization
first incorporated has the right to the use of a selected name,

Section 14 protects an organization as in sestion 13 in .
the use of any chosen badge, button,. emblem, decoration, insignia
ox charm,
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Section 15 sets forth the method by which such an organisation
pay enforae the protection granted by secticns 13 and 14, The -
ocrganization may proseed by injunction agaimst anyone using its
name or wearing or exhibiting its badge, insignia or emblenm,

Section 16 provides a ariminal penalty for viclation of
sections 13 and 14,

. lwh-re in m four sections, 13 to 16, is tham any mmmm
nade of the registration of emblems,.jewels, insignias ox rejalia,
¥he nams of the corporation is protected by incorpoxation,  The
wxblens, insignias and regulis aré protected only by adoption by
the erglnilltim,

: !hm lm.ng ua dimt prwum for the registration of such
inu.tqnh and regalis in the 0ffice of the Sesretaxy of State,
they vannot be 80 ¥egistered or re¢orded,

Geoxge €. West
Beputy Atborney denaval

oo /als



