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Maine, namelys 1. Distziets “quasi-ewnicipal®; 3. Uandel-
pals 3. Privatoly enod; ass be “loonl orginisations® s
tho tesm is usod in Dublic Law 566, the Witershad Prow
teation and Fleed Prevention Mot, which states that &

Yy stite, politicel subdivicion thewxe-
of, sdil ox water sunssrvatien distriest,
fisod preventien or gontrol #letxict, or
conbinations thereof, oy any other spancy
having authority undar State law to chrxy
out, maintzin and opernte the weorke of im
provement, o any irvigation or ressxvolil®
gompany, Water uscys asvociation, or simiew
laxr orginimancion heving such suthority and
not being opexated forx profit that may he
approved by the Goexetary."

In answor to your raguest, we must state that nons
of the water companies, whethex thay be privately er
publicly wwned, has the authority undar state law to
carry out, maintain, and operate the varicus works
of improvemsnt that would be called for under the
provision of Fublic Lew 566, as amended.



M. Ployd Canphall -2- Narch 14, 1963

Fublie Peilitien, just as wmunieipanlities, are creatures
of the Legisluture, smd have no powers other thin those
mmnym Water conpaniea in Maine, de not

the noossuiry mthority thak would be roquired undew
mmmumnmm

Bincerely yours,

Wuyne B, Hollingsworth
Assistant Attorney Gencxsl
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