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Janpary 8, 1963
Kiran €. Bates, Director Public Improveswints
George C. West, Daputy _ Attorney General
Bducational Televinion

~ You have asked this office for an interpretation of the
renpactive respensibilitiss of the University of Maine apd the
Director of the Buresn of Public fmprovements in relation to the:
_constiuction of educational television facilities under the pro-
visions of Chaptex 247 of the Private and Special Lawe of 1961,

_ ¥he fundemental basis on which this opinion rests is the .
proposition that educational television {e a state-wide faciiity
as opposad to a project for the benefit of the University of Maine.

This conclugion ie bamed on four paxts of Chapter 247.
.1, Seition 3 mvi.m in the Zfirst ssntence

' *Fhere is created a Comnittes on Bducational -
Telavision foxr the puxpose of fecilitating the
dwﬂ.jowt of aducational talevision in this
Btate.” .

This language which opens the Act indicates that ¢he sducational
television pragran is for the whole state.

2. The composition of the Committee sst forth in section 1
is amother indication of the state~wide aspect of thim program,
The committee is made up of 7 members, one a r spresentatiive of
tha Btate Department of Bducation; one a representative of the
University of Maine; and five citimens of the State of Maine.

3. Section 3~A provides that the Governor and Council axe the
body authorized to accept gifts and fedexal grants-ip-aid.

4. Section 4 proviﬁqs in part:

“The University of Naine is anthorized to
» » o for the purpose of pyroviding 3 state-wide
pducational television nektwork for the transmission
of educational television to pupils in the scheoils,
colleges, university and adult audiences throughout
ihe state;” (Underlining supplied). |
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. Whexe csn be ne doubt when one reads these parts. of the first
" fdur sections that the legislatuve intended o provide a state-wide
television network provided at state supetse by state agencies.

o e furthey evidence of this conciuaion, a teading of acte of
the legisliatuxe ankherizing bonlt fssues will Dear sut this conclu~
sion, Partionlarly dpes it hecome apparent in muing Chaptaer 174,
Privadie. and Spacial hive 1999, *Aa act Anthoriadng the wmeum
of Housisy for the: Fatvareicy of Ridde and the issuance of nok .
Bxcaeding $10, 500,000 Bosds. of the State of Maine foi . the. ﬂama
horeof” [hezeinafber ealled V. of M. bond fsste); with:the m«uzam'
wibnald Television Aob; Chipter 247, Private: and Spemhal Lave; 19631,
mﬂmf.m nulm m m hm )
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kure B9 meke BTV a stite fumctien as opposed ¢o a University of
Maine function,

Section $ of the U. of M. bond issge im significantly different
from sestien 9 of the WIV bopd ismue.  Section § of the U. of M.
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bond issue gives. the Board of Trustees of the University of Maine
the direction; with approval of the Governotr and Council, of the
sale of the bonds.  The Board of Trustees is also authorized to
draw warrants for expenditures, The ETV bond issue, however, pro-
vides for the Governor and Council to direct the séle of such bonds
and to issue its warrants for the expenditures.

These differences in the Act are another significant foature
to be considered in determining whether Bducational Television is
a state-wide or University of Maine function,

Section 8 of the U. of M. bond issue provides:

“The proceeds:of such ‘bonds shall be ex~
pended under the direction and’ supervision
of the Board of Trustess of tha University
o‘ mn‘n.

Compars section 6 of the ETV bond issue which says, in part:

“The procesds of the bonds authorised
uynder this Aet shall be éxpended under the
direction and l\lrirviuon of the nmetor
of the Bureau of Public Improvements..."”

A careful reading of the two Acts and a detailed comparison
of the several sections of each Act leads to thes definite conclu-
sion that Bducational Television, as contemplated by this Act, is

a state function rather than a function of the University of Maine.

Now what does this mean in relation to the University of ‘Maine
and the Directer of the Bureau of PFublic Improvements s far us
construction of educational television facilities are. concerned?
To obtain the .answer it is necessary to read R. S. Chapter 15-a,
sections 24-33. These sections set forth the !uhctions and dutles
of the Bureau of Public Improvements.

First: Section 25 subssction VI provides:

"To approve. the selection of qualified
practieing Maine registered architects and
engineers in the plamning and superyision
of construction and public improvements;"
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- This peans mumuchitmtwmwmﬁmplmm
supervise constenction of television fmuﬂan wunt heé approved
g3 the Purean of Publie Improvements.

Beconds mmm mm mvidﬁu

"6 appreve all pioposals plans; specifica-
tions and contrasts Sox public improves 'tﬁvhieh
reguise’ thely subnission o th«wv’imx and
‘counell fok fheir’ final spproval and mm;
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‘and as to form hy the office of the Kttorney Ganeral, '

- Pourthy mmm:mmmmmmuuwm
m. e all; Mﬂ, changs orders wakt be appioved by
= Teay,

Fifthy Subsection XIV, togethey with sectiss ¢ of the B3V ..
bond iswus, veqiires the Birector of the Bureaw to agprove ail olaims
for payments stbnitted by the architect or enginser and the general
fonteastor,

Bixthy mwmxmmmmmmwmm
pramptly inspect all pubiic improvements upon cospletion apd o
m:wmmmmmmmjmmﬂﬂttmjm.

¥ha Legisiature certainly intended this proceldure to de
fellowed in the construction of efucational telewisien facilitfes.
This is. the hoxmal proceduve followed By all state dopurtments and
the Buxesn in the construction of stats uildings and facilitfes.

¢t should be mad, ‘however, that sverything appearing in thiu
opinien is confimed molely to the construction of educational tele-
vision facilities under Private ‘and Special Laws 1961, Chapter 247,
Nothing contained in this opinion is to be used or constzued ams
applying to any other comstruction project involving the University
of Malne.

GCwW s H Paputy Attorney Genexal



