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Use of Budget Estimates

¥ou have asked for an opinion from this office as to the use
of budget estimates sulmitted by department heads to the
state budgat officer undexr the provisions of Chapter 15-A.
In particulas you are concerned with whether your office
‘st mike stch regquests available ta (1) the general publice
and (2) candidates foxr the general alection,

Section 8 of Chapter i5~A, Nevised Btatutes of 1954, provides
in part Ghuti - .

"Of: oy befare September lst off the gven~ninbered yeurs,
all departments and other agencies of thae state govern~
ment sibd corporations @nd assoclstions weceiving or
desiving to veceive state funds under the provisions .
of law shall prepaxe, in the manner preseribed by and
oh blanks furnished them hy the state budget officerx,
andl submit to said offices, eatimstes of their axpend-
iture requirements fox each fiscal yesr of the ensuing
blisanium contxasted with the corresponding figures of
the last completed fiscal year and the estimated figures
for the cuxrent fiscal yeax.”

Bection 9 provides that the govarnoxr-elect or the governos
and the state hudget officer shall xeview the budget estimates
altering, revising, increasing or decressing the estimates.
The govarnor oF governor-alect shall then direct the state
budget nfficer to prepare a state budget document, The -
governor shall tranamit said budget document to the legis~
lature not later than the close of the mecond week of the
regular legislative seesion. .

Section 5, Subsection ¥, provides that the bureau of hudgat
shall have the duty and authority:

“T'o prepare and submit to the governmor-elect,
or the governor, biennially, a state budget
document in accordance with the provisions set
foxth in this chapter;"
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From & reading of these sssctions of the statutes it is

cleax that the legislative intent was that the budget
estimates would be submitted to the state budget officer,

HBe would then veviev them; requesting auch further ifnforma~
tion from department heads and othex agencies as he deems
necessary, When he has his figures together; he then site
Sown with the governorselect or governox, a5 the case may .

be;, wad they in twn review the satimates, M change
m:&mnwng&qm:smmw; mhm _
arzived at a satisfactory imdget estimate,. the budges officex
. thun prepares s budget documant and subaits it to the govas~
now~slect or governox. The goveamor tyansmits this m
to the l.wuhtﬁn wms.n the appointied time. '

m«um,_' dure cutlined by the legislatuve. It may.
changs the proaedura at any time, The liv dpes not authore
mm:n-muzmmmmmwmmuunmu
the geneval public ov to candidstes for office. _

. Geoxge €. West
Daputy Athorney Gensral



