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Jumuary 17, 1962
Vidliam F, Schmacher, N.B., Divecter Bureas of Mentad Hoalth
Coartland B. Perzy, IX. Assigtant Attorney Gensral

Piacharge and Convalescent Statas of Voluntary Patients

1. There is »o conflict betwesn sestions 170 and 164 ef Thapter 303,
Paklic Lawe 1961, GSection 170 says,; "The head of the hospitel .
shall dischargs sny volantary patisnt wio has recoversd or whose
bospliaiisation he determings 10 be 1o lomgar advigsble,” Thls
langaige indicates that the dscharge of wolantary patisnts shall
take plade wien the Superintendent 1s sstisfisd that thepe iz mo
further need for bespitelisation. =

B, Under Sectien 18k ewy .t-I_nt Mmmm
be plésed on mnn!.oim:;t ch'tu-\. . Gonvalewomrt statas andes ?ﬁi
mm:t > ' :;ul.: thub;:ni of i::gu::ﬂn%
have net yeb resched thet polut in their pregress whss sbsolute
diséharge. i¢ £i oiday. .

; . Dospite the Zact that a wlantary patient may be placed sn
sonvalapoent status, the legal hold on such & petimnt while mn
oonvalescent status is mea-exisienty The convalescent status of
& voluntary patient mawst terminate tan duys from the date
peceipt hy the hospital of & request from the patient for his
digeharge. From a medical ind thorspeuntis standpsint, hewever,
the security 0f cenvalescont status may be Lmportant %o the
voluntsry patient.
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