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September 1, 1959 

To·: Perry D. Hayden, Commi~sioner of J:nstitution•l Service 

Re: Disposal o·f Insane Criminals--sections 118 to 130, c. 27 

We have your m~ ·0£ August 13, l959, in whic;:h. you aSk for 
an ·opinion relating to -chapter 242" of the Public Law~ of 
1959, the lalli; .section of which Ac;it pravides that 11wherever 
in the Revised St•tutes of Rublic Lawe or. Private and · 
Special Laws, the·. words I insane. or i iz-,~ty I . appE!ar, 
they shall be amended to the words ·•:mentally ill" ~d 
'menta1 illness' · except in. all . ins.t.ancres· .. -where the -word 
' insane' · is in .reference· to the word ~r:buinal. u . . 

Y-ou ask if. the s·ections ·o.f law under the heading ",.Disposal 
of Insane ~riminals'',. being. sections 118 to 130 .of 
Chapter 27, llb-ou-1:d .remain ~s vri tten . or should . the W'Ords 
1rinsa1J:e1

r and "insanity" be chiUtged .to read "men~lly ill." 
iµid 11ment1µ illness" • 

It is o~ opinion -~t. the wards "i~~e'.1 '1nd. ";1..nB-aiµty•• ~•t.e ·to th.e word .1tcr·im.tna1 t( · in . the' ·:ilbc;,ve-m~nti-oned · 
.sEktions and. ,should r@aii aa written. aJl,d. not· cha,ng~d 
tq- 11.mentall,.y .· ill" er :~-~ntal illnes·s" • 

jg£/cbh 

J~es Glynn·,roet 
.Deputy Attorney General 


