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.January 19, 1959 

?o Austin H. ·wi1kins, Forest Commissioner 
Re: Liability for Personal Injuries at -Camp ·Sites and Lunch Grounds 

We have your memo of January 16, 1959, which reads: 

"Background. There a1:e appr.oxlmate-ly 3.S.0 p:ublic camp sit·~~ and 
luncn grounds IIiaintained by the State ·of Maine Forestry pepartment. 
All are .on l@._aSed land from privs.t~ industry and land hQlding com­
panies. These·· sites are _posted as ·•Authorized ·and Maintained by the 
Forestry Department ·for Fores·t Fire Prevention Purpo·ses • and no fee 
is charged ·for their use by the public. 

. "A.a· a means :of publicly shqwing their co·oper.ation in foreilt fire 
preve~tion., the landQwners. are -~on$1dering appropriate signs to be 
_po·ste1 ·at .these sites as leased land •. 

n . st:lon I Whlit . is the liability of the landowner on such leai,:ed 
land to e ·ate in event of .tn ·accident? What ·is the liability· of 
the ·st.ate ·,ror stry Department?1' 

Anjgwer. we· regre.t very much that we may not answer the fir$t 
·question, but under our laws we may give advice and opinions .only 
to State Qfficers on que-ations bf law ·which affect the ·state~ We 
t,1quld suggest, with respect to· the le.ssora• right.s, that their-~ 
couns·el be .consulted. ~ 

With resp~ct :to the -:St-ate Forestry Department's liability, we 
have the· foll.Mng to .offer as .. 8: -general propo·siti-on, · 

A State employee is liable ·for hi-s negligent acts which cause 
injuries _to · their peTsons. Whil~ thia 11,abili~y :may nQt be tran-s·­
ferred directly to the State .except by special A9-t of the legisla­
ture, j::he individual -i;:au~ing the injury through his· negligence can 
be held responsible. · 

James Glynn Fr.9'St 
Deputy Attomey General 
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