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December 13, 1957

Ronorable ﬁnrl W. Davis
State Senator
Eax-r-isan, m.i.ne

Dear mtor bavis:

: !‘h:!‘.s 1: in response to your recent oral request
for advice as $6 the procedure in £illing a vacancy
in our Maine State Semate caused by the resignation
or death of & ata.te smtor

we believe the follomg provision of our Consti-
tution and utabuﬁes apply ih suech a case.

Arcile IV, Part Secomd, Section 4 of the naim
Constitution reades in part as follows:

%, s « butall vacancies in the Senate,
arising from death, resignation,

removal from the State, or like causes,
shall be filled by immediate eleection

in the represented county. The Govermor
shall issue his proclamation, therefor and
themin fix the time for such election.®

The atat-utes then supplement this constitutionsl
provision in the following manner. . Seotion 46 of
‘Chapter 4 of the Revised Statutes of 1954 reéads in
part as follows:

"In case a vacancy occurs in any office
except that of United States senator,
governor or representative to congress
which is to be filled at the next bi-
ennial state election for which no
nomination has been made at the primary
election held on the 3rd Monday in June
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"of the same year, nominations shall be

made as provided im this section. when

such a vacaney oceurs, the governor shall,

by proclamation, declare such fact nnd

fix & date and place for the mesting o

the appropriate committees, certifieates

for supplying the vacency and the manner of
placing the name of the nominee upon the ballots
shall conform to the provisions of sectbion 56.%

Under these sectiona when a2 vacaney occurs, the
@overnor, by proclamation, calls for the county
committees to nominate and in that same proclamation
sets a date for the special election.

- The above guoted provisions are all the provisions
which apply. There are no ssctions which specifiically
govern the procedure of the variouz committees in suech
cases,

Very truly yours,

James ¢. Frost
Deputy Attorney General

Jet/m



