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Septamber 3, 1957 

To William B. Oliver, S~cret.ary 
·state Soil Conservation Committee of Maine 

I have your letter reque-sting .advice 1n regard to the 
liab1l1ty ·of the owner of a farm pond in case of accident, With 
your letter you enclosed another 'Which had been written to you 
a.eking in .regard to · farm ponds, 

· '"Should they be fenced? Posted? Is the owner liable 1n 
case of ·drowning, et.c. 'l" · 

· In _the first place_, unleas ~UX'. ·agent-a are lawyers, · 
ttiey i:,houl4 ·not be attempting to give legal advice. The questions 
a.eked of you, which you in turn'~ask ·of .:; are entieely dependent 
upon the facts involve-d 1n)!ach .. particular ·-ca~e, and· .t~ queat:Lons 
are such that no one answer ·can be given· as a hard .and fast rule. 

11; your -supervisors or ··agents . ha..ve those in their d:Ls9 
tricta Who have serious que·stions 1n ·._regard to liabi,lity .1nvo~ved 
1n creating ?r ~intatnlng :farm ponds, .t~ey .should .advise thQae 
peopl,e to con-sult -t°Qeir own lawye~s. 

FFH~c 

rr·an1t ·r. Harding 
Attorney General 


