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August ·12, 1957 

To ~nc;,rable Ectmun~·s. Musk:f;e, G,overnor of Ma,ine 
Re: :Passamaquoddy Dis.trict ·Au,thority 

' ' 
·you ·have ma~ inquiry of this -offi~e as to the necessity 

of .maki~g apppintments to fili vac~c~es on the bo~rd ~f direct~rs 
Df'the ·pass81Jlaquoddy District Aut~rlty. 

·1t ·is .our op~ion ·that vac$1cies ·ought to be f~lled and 
the boa,rd maintained- at a s_tatus where it ca;i ·function· if _necessary. 

The Pas-~amaq_~4d'.y Di~_t:rict Authority w.as established 'by 
·Chap_ter 65 ·f:)f _·the Private _and ·special ·I.aw.~ · -of 1945, . appa,rently in 
contempla~ion of wo;rk being ·done :Ln the· Washl:ngton Count;:y . area .. on 
the Pass.mnaqUQddy tidal power pro.j~ct. ·The cor·porat:l'..on .i_s, 1~ one 
re·spect, unlike corporations wually ·chartered by .the legislature .. 
NQrmallyJ if :a .l,egislatively···c~~ered co~p~atlon does :not· func-­
_tion w;l.-tnin twp years., . its ~4'LChise · ~-s :forfeit~d. ~ever, .in 
·aection -18 of Chap_~r 65, Prlvate 8:lld Special ·La:ws ·of 1945i it :is 
provided .tha.t -the rights and -p~t·s· gr·anted by the Act .aha 1 
terminajie 'at .. the ·exp!rat:Lon_:of :seven yea.r.s .. from the d:ate tae -Act 
became effectiyei unless .the work ·.of _conStr'l:J,Ction ·of ·:a tidal power 
·plant ·has actual y be.eri -collll!,ericed ·at :that da,te, and shall be . 
termiriated·at -the :expiration of ten years '.l?D,less·a·tidal .power 
plant ·1s ·then in :operation. , 

·Chapter 65 ·of ·the Pr:l,vate a:nd ·special L_aws of ·1951 
chang~d ;the above ~tes £:rom ·seven ·years and ·t·en years, respectively., 
to fourteen years and .twenty years • 

. · It :thu-s ·appea.rs that the legislature contemplate_d a body 
that, though inactive -for som:e perio_d ··of t~, WPuld .be in e~istence, 
havtng ~ull powers and fmiction, if certain conditions·were fu~fil~ea. 

jgf/c 

James Glynn Frost 
Deputy Attorney General 


