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.M,ay 2.8, 1957 

To Banorable.Edmubd s. liuskie, Governor of Maine 
Re: Rights of Filipino·. Cltizens 

We are returning herew.ith the letter of Carlos P. Romulo, 
Amabassador from thie Philippines, and the attached excerpt f~om t)le 
Revised .Phili~pi:ne-AJnerican ·Trade Agreement. 

· To assist his Gpvernment in implementing :·the aforementioned 
Trade Agreement, Ambassador Romulo has asked for the provisions ·of 
:e:d.sting laws in the Stat;e of ·*ine which affect the right_s :of Filipino 
· citizens relative to the disposition., exploitati-on and ·utilization -0£ 
natural res.ources·and with respect ·to the ·operation -of·public utili• 
ties, including the-right .to acquire land ~d to engage in importing 
and ·exporting. · 

We would · advise that, to our kn.owledge, there are ·no laws. 
in ·our ·.-sta.tw which -p~rttcularly affect citi~en.s. of the Phi.ltppi,nes. 
·-of .cour·se, we have the usual s-tatutes .which. discriminate agi1,inst . non
res:Ldent"s, b_ut such dis~_r:Lmination has been held .to be Justified. For 
instance, . discrim_in~tinn ext,sts between ·residen.ts and non-residents 
with respect to hunt_ing and f:l.sh.ing _licen~a; · preference 1.~ gtven by 
statute to -Maine workmen .and bidders on ·public works projects; liquor
produced 1.n. Maine is to be given preterence over liquor producei else
where-. These w.~uld .appear to be examples ,of l1he only statute~ -which 
might .militate against :Fllipin:o citizens, .and ·sil!dlar situations 
would exist in ·-all the States. 

jgf./c 
enc 

-James ~lynn Frost 
Deputy Attorn.ey General 


