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April 2, 1957 

To Earle R. Haye·s, Sec;retary, Maine State Retirement System 
Re: .Contributions on salary of ·position improperly . obt~ined 

•. •• You state that you are anxious to close your 
books on the account -of one Martin Daniel Godgart. 

It appears tha1: Mr. Godgart was a school teacher in 
North -Haven and -was .charged 'with lalse pretenses in ob.taining 
his teacher's .certificate. Actually, the person assumed the name 
of Martin Daniel Godga;t_, .thereby ·acquiring the certificate from 
the Department ·of 'Education. · · 

· Chapter 41, , $4\ction . .187, . of the Revised Statutes pro
vides that whoever teaches in a public school without first ·ob
taining a . state teacher's certificate ·is barred from receiving 
any pay therefor and shall forfeit to the t~ in -which he so 
taught ·such amount·s as he shall have received for wages for such 
teaching. . 

· As the imposter has le~t the State·, leaving no_ property. 
114b. the .result· .that personal Jurisdiction cannot be obtained 
oven. him for the purpose o.f .'obtaining the forfeiture, ·we ·would 
ad:vise that it is proper for y.ou to dispose of llbe filnds 1n y.our 
possession, _which were contributed by .· the impostor, . to the Town 
.of North Haven. · 
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James Gl-ynn· Frost 
Deputy Attorney· General 


