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:--~cember ' 18,.· 1956 

To Pet:e.r W. B~, M~ D., . Superintendent, ~ownal ·State School 
Re : . . Au.tops i~ 8 

_You inquire ~ther_ or .not _it is_ ·permissible to _ -perform an. 
autopsy ·on .an .. elderly :individual whose death cc.curred at your· :in
sti;~tioQ.;• ~n: hts·_.cmly_ 11~.tng·_. p_arent .. is ·se~ile,- .84 .years of. age; 
and _a patient . ~t the Augus_ta St~-=e Hospitai; ~d ~here.·_ :coneent · to 
the .autopsy .was· given ~}', a . .comp~t;~nt.?rother ·and sister; 

··_ .· : . .. _-:_it .is -~~r cip~~n that :i.t .·would .be :peJ?lliiisil>le ~er such 
circumstances. to perform an autopsy~ . . · · 

• I • • • 

. . Generaily ~peaking> the· el:osest :next of ki:,n -should give the 
consent to such· autopsy• . or -'consent · should be· given by that .party 
who :Ls entitled to the body. 

.jgf/c 

J.ines Gl.ynn Fro·st 
Deputy .At·torney General 


