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wovembe:r 14, 1956' 1 

TO: Paul A. MaODonald, Dep. Secretary of State . ' . . . 

Re: section 52, Ohapt•r 22 or R.s. or 1954 

By your ~emorandum or November 9 addres~ed to Hon. Frank F. 
Harding, you inquire whether the word "1'$sicles" as found 1n the 
first _eenteriee of Seo. 52, Ch. 22,· 1m~l1es_ qom1cile. 

.. 

There ts no question that a strictly accurate use of the Engl.:t"sti 
la:nguage·would require a distinction between "residence" ae synonymous 
with "domicile." · · -· · 

The sent,noe in·que,tion reads: "every motor vehicle owned.by· a 
resident or this state shall be subject to.excise tax 1n the munici
pality where the owner res;t.des." (~derlirl) supplied_) 

one citizen, let us say,·owns a summer home and a winter home,.: 
both in Maine, and another.citizen owns only one home. The·quest1on 
posed is whether the.legislature intended that the first citizen pay 

· _two excise taxes an~ the ·last citizen _only one •. It is a· gener~l · . 
'.principle of const~otion·or tax statutea that the court, in settling 
upon legislative mean~ng;, will avoid "do:uble taxation. H . . . . . 

Because t~ere is no evidence that the legislature inte~ded a 
plurality or excise taxes. depen~1ng upon the number of homes or the 
owner in Maine. I have no'hes1tat1on in arriving at the conclusion 
that ?resides" eq.uals "domicile" tor the purposes or this statute. 

Boyd L. Bailey 
Assistant Attorney Gener'al 


