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November 5, J.956 

To w ~ H~' Brad,ford, light --~f:· W~y Eng:Lne~r:,··. smr.. 
Re:·< Advertising· S1.gn for Businesa Conducted· Elsewhere . ' . . . . . ~ ' ··. " . . 

.. The s~gn. referx:ed to in your memo raises a, troublesome· ·question •. .- ·· 
'I'h.e answer _depende on. whether section lJ.8 of Chapter .ZJ is to ,_be. __ ;: · 
atr1ct1y construed, J.ike · . .a criminal statute, or interpreted ~d.er · 
the·i:i,o,:;ma.1·ru1es o~ statutory constr~tion. · 

. There ·is no do·ubt but what· the general legislative intent was· 
to J.im1t the' use Of·.: signs ~1th t~ exceptions noted 1n the·: law.: Tbe 
exception.a· . to.· the reqw.rement ·Qf .. a permit . as set .forth. in Sectit>n · ·. 
l:j9 are 'for· the·. benefit ·or· a· :_larid owner. doing. a business.· thereon · · 
or· .attempting .. to·. seJ..l. his property~ · · · · · · · · ' · · 

' ·:. .. . . ' . . ' ' . . . . ~ . . . . ' ' . ,' . . 

'· .... ·· l'tifs sign isl>bvi~~S.ly _a~verti~uig _a bu~in.En:ts that is . con~ttid . 
elsewhere.· IP.f.act;· .. it·'lOoks as .if the "For .Sale" sign 1$ affixed. >··" 
to the big sign·. ·Yet if we· .'attempt:ed .to-get a warrant, ·_the. strict· · 
·int~rpretatJon o-f t . .tie · er:Lminal J.aw .might .lick us. · · 

Tne-te · is· ~ out. 1mder the provis:Lons -of 8e.ction · 143, where it 
.lists aniortg our powerEJ: 

_:1:'to _order and cause the removal of any . 
outdoor ad.Vert·is.ing structure,· et¢.~ .. ·erected 
·or· maintained 1n v101at1on hereof~.. • ·• _· · .; . ~n.d 
for_ th.at' purpose .IIJl!.Y ·enter upon p.rivate prope~ty. '' 

We .might make the penalty sectlon work, ~ut .it is my opini~ 
that W'e are safe _in removing the sign. 

L. Smith l)unnack 
,Msiatant Attorney Gener.al' 

LSD/~k 


