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. . . . ' . 

October ~l. 1°956 

To Pet·er W •. Bowman, M.D., superintendent, POwnal Stat~ School · 
Re: ·court seal on Probate court commitment papers 

-we have your inquiry with regard to the necessity of _the 
Pr9bate court's affixing its seal to Probate court commitment 
papers. · 

under section l of Chapter 153, R.S., 1954, the respective. 
courts or probate are made courts ot r~cord and it 'is there_ stated _ 
that they shall hav_e an official seal. - I have attempted to deter".'" · · 
mime the· practice .amo;ngst the courts and find that. it is the prac~ 

.. tice ,· and· may well be. the requirement,, · that the order or commitment, 
when signed-by the Justice, should have affixed thereto the ·seal of 
the Prc>ba te court. ' · · · · , .. 

It is stated 1n Miller vs. Wiseman , 125 Jle. 4 at page 7, · that 
a process issuing from a court which by law·authent1cates s~ch _pro­
c~ss with its -seal is void it issued without a seal~ . While there 1s 
.no c!irect requirement of .a seal ar, such, we note. that the court· has. 
a seal and that -the practice is to use 1t. under sueh o1rcW11.stances, 
'it ·would be .bast to require that the court seal appear of. record· on 
the eommit11ent papers he),.d by ;you. It is better to require.1t · than. 
to: .take a ·ohanoe that th_e. process might be void if it bad not been · 
affixed. · · 

rap/0 

Roger A. PUt~ 
Assistant Attorney General 


