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September 24, 1956 

To colQnel Robert Marx, Chief, Mine state POlice 
Re: .Widow's Penelon, State Police Re~iee■ent Systea, So-called 

Under ·date of July_27, 1956, I rett(lered. an opinion to yo~ 
that the .widow and minor children of an :otticer of tlle Maine state 
Police who should .die a1 the .result or 1nJur1es received 1n the 
line ot ·d.uty~ ·-· c·ou~d _not recover, ·under the e:z:1atpg . Maine st_':lte 
Police Retil"e:ment · aystem, ·an:y pension that a1ght have -been due . to 
the.: deceased · trooper·.· I adv1sed --at that :t111e that appropriate_· 
ame:ndlieiita· be· dratted to· ·o·over thiil situation.. . . . . . 
. ,·' . . ' . ' ' . . 

. ·: 

... . .A.oting on th1·s ·opinion your repre1entati~e• contacted the 
Di~ector· of." Legislative· Research; _and be bale llhown to . me, 11110~· "to 
my emba~raamaent, aubaeet1on II or sect1Di110 or ·chapter ~17 ot the 
PUblic Lair• -ot 1955, whieh · prov1~ea as·-tollowa: 

"It a u■bel" ot the state police who is not 
· a memb•r or the ret1remen1; system ah.all 

die• as th~- result or 1n.1u# -reoeived 1n 
line of duty; ·)ii,a_ widow·, or, it' none, his 
child or ahildren under. age 18, jointly, 
.shall· ·rece1v• .. an annual·_ BUJI· equal to 1/2 ' 
the amiual salary ·ot · such:.: ott1eer at the 
tiiae o·r hia :death; ·such··,ayments ell&ll be 
made troa ·the appro~r1at1on ot · the state 
pol1oe." · 

EVidentl7, 1n amwnd1ng the Retirement La1' 1D 1955, this pro­
vision waa 1nserte~. In my op1Dbn it does not belong 1n the Maine 
state Retirement Law but aore properly allould be removed from that 
law and p~aced 1n:·ebapter 15, ·a~s. 195ll-, along w1th the ·other per.: 
tinent provision■ ot the state Police Retirement S7atem. 

I trust that no person has been 4ea1e4 any rights under ay 
prior op11L1ori and; 1t ■o, that 7ou wil+ review the matter with an 
eye to see1Dg that any ·. error would be rec;t1tie4. 

The opinion given on July 27th is, theretore, overruled. 

Roger A. Putnam 
Assistant Attorney General 

rap/c 


