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'l'O Scott K·. Higgins. Direotor, Aeronautica 
Re.: pert land Munic 1pal Airport 

· we have your memo stating the view of· the Maine Aeronautics 
comm1ssion•that eventually the state should own and run the-Portland· 
Municipal Airport. You ask advice as to the atepa necessa17 1n taking 
over this airport. ·· · 

trnder the prov1a1gns ot Chapter 24, Section 12, subsectioll I, .· 
R.s. 1954-·~ :-we ·_believe that the legislature mu·at grant. the authority · 
_necessary. tor.the·pu~poae or other. acquisition _by the .&e~nauties 
CODU111ss1on ot the existing facilities· or the Portland.. ,nmicipal-.. . 
Airport. . . · · 

While 7011 might be contemplating that a body ~uch ~s an.-Air­
p~rt Authorit7 control such airport a~ter ae~uiaition b7 the state, 
we would point out that und,er our present law the·colia1asion has 
thet-eeponsib111ty ot aupari-1■1ng.and. controlling s~ate·a1rports 
(Chapter.· 211,·, seetiori. 5, · ·a;s. · 195,.)·, Thus it appears. that ,upon aoqu.1.;. . 
sition, your COlllllission · would. haveaaraple authority to run ·such. airport 
as. a state a1~port~ . . . . · .. ··: .'.:_ , · . ·. · 

For ·your 1,ntermation we reter -,ou to Chapter·· 1:,2, .Resolves ct 
19:,5, Which· Reao3:-ve author1aed. ·the Governor and_ counc11· to ·- .negot1ate 
a lease ~1th the: Cit7. or .&upsta tor property ult11l.atel7 to ·.be ad.- · 
qu1eed by the. state tor $n airpo_rt and· the designation ot such land. 
by the legislature as• state·a1rport. At that t111e the ■ilitaey·de­
part■ent was to have control of the airport. 

A statute sia1lar 1n tenor to Chapter 132 aboa.ld authorize 
the COD&1ss1on to acquire tlse p~pert7 you desire. we as·swu .·that 
negotiations will have to be earr1~d on before any det1n1ta legisla­
tion could be recomaended, but pleaie be advised.that we will render 
to the Director ot Legislative Research whatever assistance he des1rea, . 
1D dratting an appropriate aot. · ·· 

jgt/e 

James Glynn Frost 
.Deputy Attorney General 


