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To xe·rm.1t s. R'ickeraon, Deputy commissioner ot Education 
Re: Surplus Property 

Lawrence J •. Bresnahan, Regional Director, United states De­
partment ot Health,· Education and Welfare, has to~ardei,d_ ··a copy o; . 
a propc>sed letter to· Go'!_ernor Mu.skie , to 7our department . · 

.. B7 way -Of baakgrouild: congress has expanded . the scope of the' 
Gove"1111ent: Surplua. Property program so . th$.t . surplua · propert7 may ·. 
now be distributed and-used by State·and local agencies for Civil 
Defense-, purposes.· In h1dl -proposed ·1etter Mr,- Bresnahan ·refers ' to ari 
intormal- ~ling that 7.ou~:_State agency~_ does. :tiot -·have_. legal authority 
to distribute ·property for·•civil. Detenee purpose·s. ;_our be~t· recollec­
t1oi1 is that:_ ·such a ruling w·aa given and that. at the. time 1• W$B ' · 
based ·on·· the ·Resolves· empowering the- Department ot Bd.ucat1on·· to· 
operate·the·surpl\18 property program·and. on our unde~atanding·ot·the 
then· existing Federal law, wh1~h dj,d not allow surplus property to· 
be distributed tor Civ11-.X>ef'~n,~e ~rpo■,~s.. . · · · · · · 

.. 
. . 8 ince :··that. t·ble we ha:ve. been furnished with. a c,opy 9.t'_ P11bl1e 

Law 655 . of· the . 84.th congre~s · and make specJf1c · reference to the last 
paragraph·· of that .Act~ ':fhe · Congress .foresaw that ·_ there would be a 
time lag··betJreea the ·passage: of. the 1Pede.ral Ac·t and the time that 
state leg1alators and executive departments could·.- catch up· with the · 
new ·probram arid there tore allowed . the . designation· of' . certa1n· .agencies· 
to carry ~n the distribution tor this purpose until 90 data'atter· 
tbe·adJournment of' the first regular legiJ1lat1ve session after the 
d•te of the ·enactment or Public La• 655. · · · 

Acting under this authority and section 15 or Chapter ·ll, R~S. 
1954, we, would ad.vise that: you request_ ot t~e Governor_ and. EXecut1ve · -. 
Council.that your department be authorized and,_empow~red.to accept 
tor the ·state and any political subdivision thereo.r ·.any_ Federal funds 
or equipment," supplies and materials apportioned -under the provisions 
ot Public Law 655 and to ·authorize·· )'1lur : department. to do. such other 
acts as will be neoesa&XT tor the purpose·' .ot carrying out the provi · 
sfons -·or that Ac·t. This will- mean· that there· will be no stoppage ot 
the distrib~t1on ot Federal. surplus p~operty to-· our ·Civil . Defense . 
units. As we have stated to you ·bef'ore, we are of' ·the opinion that 
it yOUJ- · department is-· to be the cQnt1nu1ng agency tor ·the handling 
ot surpl~s property, broad. and •••tt••·sweeping legislation should 
be prepaeed~ so that we shall not be habitually faced with the prob­
lem ot·catchirig up.with the Federal law. 

I would suggest apprising Mr. Bresnahan of our new stand 1n 
regard to the distr~bution of property tor Civil Defense purposes. 

rap/c 
CC: Charles Caldwell, 

Roger A. pUtnam 
Assistant At~orney General 

Jr. , Civil Defense 


